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Israel at 
33: the 
president 

takes stock 

By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem 1’osl Reporter 
TO THE Israeli who has wntched 
the history of the country unfold in 
TVs Hilar uj I'it't series {on the 
story of Zionism), Israel ut 33 seems 
deficient in those giants of lenders, 
those deeds of heroism and that will 
to sacrifice that made possible the 
establishment of the Stale. 

The country has changed since 
then, says President Yitzhak Navon, 
but some of the nnstalgiu over the 
pust and pessimism over our present 
and future is unfounded. “The 
Zionist pioneers," he notes, “were 
always a minority. I don’t expect the 
entire public to be like them. But it 
is vital that a certain number of our 
people continue to walk in the way 
of the pioneers :itv\ ‘■ot the tone for 
the whole society." 

Navon says that during pre- 
Slaic days and the struggle for ex- 
istence os a country, those who did 
not volunteer and sacrifice were 
viewed as not belonging. Today, he 
continues, one can be perfectly ac- 
ceptable in Israeli society without 
personally contributing to it. “One’s 
image docs not suffer. Giving to 
others has to be a norm." 

The President observes sadly that 
there is too much slavish imitation of 
wealthier countries and foreign 
societies. But he is convinced that 
the country's- soul is basically 
healthy, as shown by the hundreds 
of thousands of people who 
volunteer their time for a,multitude 
of unselfish causes. "There are so 
many -people _who put the 


interests beTcre" Their personal in- 
terests," he maintains. Unfortunate- 
ly, their contributions are not well- 
knownr and-thelr-acttoiis are noruii-- 


iverSally accepted as the norm. 

Looking ahead to the next two 
decades, President Navon sees a 
number of urgent challenges. The 
quality of life must improve if Israel 
is to attract masses of Western im- 
migrants and keep its own citizens 
from wandering into the Diaspora. 
"I can’t predict if it will improve — 
but it must — and it must start 
tomorrow." 

He feels uncomfortable 'Ser- 
monizing during hit addresses to the 
nation on Independence Day and 
Rosh Hashana Eve on the necessity 
of being more polite.- 

Over the years, the country's 
leaders (and Navoh uses the word 
"we" to Include himself) — whether 
ministers, MKs, managers -or 
persons In other positions df power 
and influence — have failed to 
provide the general public with a 
good example, “the style Of cabinet 
-ministers and' the Knesset.. .it lacks 
the : culture of debate -and civility. 
There is Joo much verbal* violence: 

(Continued oa'p«|* 4) • 
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The O.C. Northern Command, Avigdor “Yanush” Ben Gal, addresses troops on the northern border last week 

Lebanon: stepping back from the brink 


By ROBERT ROSENBERG 
and ASHER WALLF1SH 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 
The tension between Israel and 
Syria appeared to have eased at the 
weekend as urgent international 
multi-party conlacts to defuse the 
situation over Lebanon continued. 

Details of exactly what various 
(-diplomat ic maneuvers were ac- 
complishing remain obscure, but in- 
dications are that the possibility of 
outright military confrontation 
between Syria ’Slid Israel, which 
loomed as a very real possibility last 


week, now seams' far less likely. 

Neither side has expressed an 
eagerness for such confrontation, 
and in lieu of direct contacts 
between S^ria and Israel, third par- 
ties have engaged in urgent efforts 
to establish conditions which would 
allow Jerusalem and Damascus to 
relax their altitudes towards each 
-eifrerr^- ‘ " 

Tensions soared last week when 
Syrian helicopters were sent to 
bolster an increasingly fierce 
onslaught ngalnst the Christian 
fighters atop Mount Lebanon. 
Israel ' shot down two of the 
helicopters as & deliberate warning 
on Tuesday. Syria responded by 
moving 100 ground-to-air missiles 
into the Bektrt .Valley of Lebanon to 
menace Israeli' jets. Israel has 
always made it ,c(ear .that U would 
not agree to Syria deploying missiles 
in Lebanon. The U.S. then at- 
tempted to. defuse tjie situation.!.! 

/ In Jerusalem On Sunday the 
/cabinet — sitting as a ministerial 


defence committee — was briefed 
on the Lebanese situation by 
Premier Menahem Begin, who is 
also minister of defence. No report 
of the meeting was made public, as 
is usually the case when a meeting is 
declared as one of the ministerial 
defence committee. 

U.S. Ambassador Sam Lewis has 
spoken to Prime Minister Begin 
five or six limes over the past 
few days, discussing the political op- 
tions on (he Lebanese crisis. And in 
Washington, State Department of- 
ficials met with Soviet Embassy 
stalT. Talks were also held in Beirut 
between Syrian and Lebanese 
leaders, including influential Chris- 
tians. (Syrian farces entered 
Lebanon in 1976 at the height of the 
civil war there, ostensibly to main- 
tain peace between the warring 
Moslem and Christian com- 
munities. In recent weeks, however, 
the Syrians have launched fierce at- 
tacks on Christinns in the town of 
Zahle and the area surrounding it.) 

Reports froth Beirut last week 
were more; optimistic than those 
from Jerusalem. Foreign Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir told Israel TV on 
Friday night that an agreement to 
settle the Lebanese ..crisis was not 
‘imminent, and that- intensive 

’ American efforts had produced 
meagre results. ' 

. ; One of Begih’s top aides told The 
Jerusafbii Past (hat the greatest 
Achievement' so Tar was that 
.hundreds or innocent LAbflndse 
lives had been saved' since the 
downing of the two helicopter's. 


The aide said that Israel’s second 
aim was to restore the status quo 
which prevailed in Lebanon a 
month ago, and failing that, to 
negotiate a new status quo in line 
with Israel’s interests and demands. 

Diplomats agreed (hat the talks in 
Beirut and Washington touched on 
"specific and geographical ele- 
ments” relating to Syria’s presence 
in Lebanon and a possible Israel 
quid pro quo if Syria halted military 
pressure against the Christians. 

Jerusalem this Week attributed 
the slow progress beyond iKe initial 
ceasefire to Syrian unpredictability 
and Syrian concern over possible 
loss of face. 

Begin’s unwillingness on Thurs- 
day to say outright that Syria had 
put missiles into Lebanon was 
partly out of -a desire to save 
Syria a possible. loss of face, if and 
when the missiles were eventually 
withdrawn, as Israel wants. 

Government sources in 
Jerusalem said the various talk's 
y-’ere aimed at “gelling the irritants 
out of the way." These irritants are 
said to include: 

■ The Syrian onslaught at Zahle. 
This has been halted, but the 
Syrians insist bn controlling the en-‘ 


between Zahle and (he Rayak air 
base. 

• The Syrian attacks on Christian 
positions around Sannine, atop 
Mount Lebanon. These too have 
halted, and Israel insists that Syria 
leave the M ount • L ebar.on 
watershed in Christian hands, so as 
to protect the Christian port of 
Jounieh. 

• Syrian aerial activity. This has 
virtually ceased and Israel demands 
that it not be renewed, since it was 
ruled out under the previous Israel- 
Syria understanding with regard to 
Lebanon, called loosely “the red 
line." 

• The Syrian occupation of the 
Beka’a Valley. Syria has reinforced 
its troops there over the past 48 
hours, and demands control of the 
valley, as its potential “soft un- 
derbelly," which Israel might 
theoretically attack, in an outflank- 
ing move. - 

• Israel’s active support for the 

Christians around Zahl$. This stop- 
ped in the initial cease-fire deal. 
Syria dpmnnds that it, not be 
renewed^ us the price Tor its. own 
concessions. . , 

.• The Syrian missiles In Lebanon. 
Israel wants these removed very 
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Town cleans up after shelling 





Jerusalem Post Staff 
MtTULLA. — Quiet prevailed lo 
Galilee and South Lebanon from 
Thursday until Saturday night, 
when an exchange of fire erupted 
near the South Lebanon village of 
Murjayoun between the PLO and 
Su'ud Huddad's Israeli-backed 
South Lebanese Christian forces. 

On Friday, Kiryal Shmona resi- 
dents began to repair last week's 
damage, some of the worst ever 
from terrorist shelling. Five apart- 
ments suffered extensive damage 
from direct hits. 

Albert Amar, whose flat was 
totally demolished, nearly missed 
being hit by a Katyusha rocket on 
Thursday. “Amar,' who works at 
night and usually sleeps during the 
day. left his flat on Thursday morn- 


ing on a special errand: to lay a 
wreath on (he grave of a friend. Mo- 
ments after he left, a rocket fell on 
his bed. 

Kiryat Shmona residents have 
complained recently about the in- 
adequate state of bomb shelters in 
the schools, which made it impossi- 
ble to carry on .classes during the 
long hours the pupils had to spend 
there recently. 

Parents at two elementary 
schools kept their children home 
from classes on Thursday and Fri- 
day in protest against the conditions 
of the shelters. 

On Wednesday, Israeli Air Force 
jets attacked terrorist concentra- 
tions across the border. Several 
hours later, Israelis in the Galilee 
Panhandle and Western Galilee 


went into their bomb shelters as 
terrorist Katyusha rocket barrages 
hit their settlements and towns. 

Wednesday's air raid — the sixth 
in April — came 24 hours after the 
two Syrian helicopters were shot 
down near the Christian city of 
Zahle in central Lebanon. Lebanese 
authorities said the Israeli air raid 
on terrorist positions on Wednesday 
was followed up with a massive ar- 
tillery and rocket bombardment 
from Israeli border positions and 
Major Haddad's Christian enclaves. 

The previous day a delegation 
representing Israeli towns and 
villages near the Lebanese border 
visited Prime Minister Begin in his 
office in Jerusalem and urged him 
to act lo restore the relative quiet 
their communities had enjoyed until 
the beginning of April. 


CRISIS IN LEBANON 


(Continued from page I) 

urgently but is downplaying the is- 
sue to ensure success. ~ 

• Israeli air activity. Israel insists 
on free use of Lebanese air space to 
the degree required to Inhibit ter- 
rorist activity from there, Syria will 
not agree to this formally but may 
eventually concede it de facto. 

• Israeli support for the Christian 
and Shi'a Moslem fighters in the 
south. This is a sine qua non for 
Israel, like the aerial freedom, 
which Syria may tolerate unofficial- 
ly. 

• Syrian military moves 
southwards. Israel rules this out 
since it w as also barred in the un- 
written "red line" understanding. 

• "None of these essential elements ' 
has been listed by Israeli 
spokesmen. Foreign Minister 
Shamir told Israel TV that the two 
basic Israeli demands were a stop to 
the creeping annexation of Lebanon 
and a hall to the liquidation of the 
Christians. He would not elaborate. 

Wolf BllUer reports Irom 
Washington: 

Secretary of Stale Alexander Haig 
told the Senate Appropriations Sub- 
committee on Foreign Operations 
last week that the situation in 
Lebanon was "very, very tense.” 
Haig also said the PLO’s help is 


being sought as pah of a “very in- 
tense diplomatic activity" to ease 
tensions and prevent additional 
violence in Lebanon. 

“1 think that all of the parties 
have been talked to by one or 
another of the powers seeking to 
provide a settling down of the 
situation," Haig said. 

He said that that included the 
PLO, but indicated that it was con- 
tacted by a nation other than the 
U.S. 

Working through diplomatic 
channels, the Reagan administra- 
tion is trying to dispel the impres- 
sion that it actually had given Israel 
a “green light" to escalate the 
fighting in Lebanon. U.S. officials 
said thaV the Israel government has 
been told in recent days that 
Washington does not support Israeli 
moves against the Syrian forces. 

U.S. officials continue to place 
the blame on Syria for opening up 
this latest round of fighting in 
Lebanon by shelling Christian 
forces near Zahle earlier last month. 
Haig, during a visit to Jerusalem, 
described the Syrian behaviour as 
"brutality.” 

But the Americans are also com- 
plaining in private that Israel has 
not reacted with enough restraint in 
the face of the Syrian provocation. 


Jaffa man still trying to evade crows 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Arye Nuriel, the Jaffa house pain- 
ter who last month was haunted by a 
lone crow, is now being bothered by 
a Hock of seven lo nine of the birds 
after he reportedly caught the 
original one and took it to Tel Aviv 
University's zoological Gardens in 
Tel Kab ir. 


Police — who have all along con- 
firmed Nuricl’s troubles with the 
crows — have asked the Israel 
Nature Reserves Authority lo act 
against the new Hock of crows 
which, soys Nuriel, "are making life 
unbearable by always swooping 
down on me and following me 
around wherever l go." 
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A building in the northern develop- 
ment town of Kiryat Shmona after 
being hit by a shell fired by terrorists 
from across the border In South 
Lebanon. t |PPA ) 

Sadat warning 

CAIRO. — President Anwar Sadat, 
extending an olive branch to his 
Arab detractors, urged the Arab 
world Saturday to forget Us dif- 
ferences and join in a collective ef- 
fort to settle the crisis in Lebanon. 

Sadat blamed the latest flare-up 
in Lebanon on Syria’s military 
operations against Christian 
Phalungists which, he snid, invited 
"very dangerous" Isruel military in- 
tervention. 

Meanwhile, Jerusalem has asked 
Cairo fop clarification or a remarR 
last week by Egyptian Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Butros 
Ghali. 

Ghali said in London that in 
event of a war between Syria and 
Israel, Egypt would side with Syria. 
According to the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, such a move 
would violate Article Six f oF the 
Israeli* Egyptian peace treaty. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT, MAY 3, 1981 

Avoiding an explosion 

THE GOOD NEWS from Lebnnon is that there has been no news of 
any significant military action there for the past 48 hours. The parties 
concerned appenr to have been taking careful note of the chasm that 
opened up last Wednesday when, after the downing by Israeli fighters 
of two Syrian helicopters on nn attack mission against Christian 
ground positions around Zahle, the Syrian army moved mobile SAM 
missile batteries into eastern Lebanon. 

That move spelled the closing of Lebanese skies to Israel's airforce 
acting not only against the Syrians but ugainst the terrorists as well. 
Not unexpectedly, Israel's reaction was that the SA Ms would have to 
go, one way or another. 

The view from the brink, however, was not very inviting, and the 
parties no sooner reached it than they started to step back. This left 
the field open to diplomacy, mainly American, (but with some possi- 
ble minor assist from the Russians) lo resolve the fresh conflict 
without the doubtful benefit of a major new war. The most en- 
couraging fact, so fur, is perhaps that Syria, thought pouring reinfor- 
cements into Lebanon, is, for once, at least willing to listen. 

There are plainly some good reasons for this. With very few friends 
around (he world, outside of the Soviet Union and Iran, and domestic 
contention as well, the regime in Damascus cannot afford to lake too 
many chances. This in large measure is what emboldened the Israel 
government lo enter the fray in central Lebanon last week. Yet 
Premier Bejjin has volunteered to make It easier for President Assad 
to withdraw the SAMs without loo much loss of face. 

He has dine so by refusing to confirm official knowledge or the 
placement df the missiles, even after it was stated as fact by the IDF 
spokesmun.,A face-saving formula is obviously what the U.S. is now 
seeking, and while success has so far eluded it some little progress 
seems to have been mude. 

What thu! formula might involve, besides the removal of the mis- 
siles, it is premature to speculate. But it is reasonable lo assume that 
it would require a redrawing of the so-called Red Line. Mr. Begin 
himself, in a particularly lucid observation last week, made the point 
that the ouster of the Syrians from Lebanon, however desirable in it- 
self, was not Israel's present purpose. 

This would probably mean that, in return for the withdrawal of the 
missiles Israel would undertake tacitly to acknowledge the legitimacy 
of Syria's standing in the llekn’u Valley. For the time being, that is, 
pending a Lebanese reconciliation that would dispose of any claim of 
need for Syria lo maintain a military presence within Lebanon, for 
that country's own good. Any hint of licence for Syria’s permanent 
hold over Lebanon, or part of it, would ol course have to be avoided. 

„ — Thpr^p^^iirs (q b ? a mutuality of interests between Israel and the 
majority of l.chnnesc in opposing the Syrian threat lo Lebanon's in- 
dependence. 13m ntiitiiiihiy does not necessarily imply identity. This 
much has been suggested, for example, in Pierre Jeimtyel's remark, 
following his meeting with the Syrian foreign minister, Abdel Halim 
Khmkiuin in Beirut, (hut "we and Syria are more than brethren/' 

Israel has an unconditional commitment lo the Christian forces in 
southern Lebanon, this country's outright allies in the war on Palesti- 
nian terrorism; but only a qualified commitment to the Phalanges in 
the north (or centre). I o make it seem absolute, as was done by Mr. 
Begin in his pinning the Na/i label on the Syrians for their savage at- 
tacks on the Christian civilian population, is m the very least not very 
helpful. 

Such inflated rhetoric lends to create expectations that cannot be 
fulfilled, except through military escalation. It also obscures the fact 
this country's American frieiul. and arms supplier, for all its con- 
tinued groping after n settled Middle last policy, has in the mailer of 
l.ebmum reached one definite conclusion: llml it docs not serve the 
U.S. interest to allow the sit nation to explode. 

It goes without saying l ha l it does not serve Israel's interest cither. 


Begin: Why Israel acted 


By ASHER WAM.FISH 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
In radio and television interviews 
last week, Premier Begin pointed 
out that the switch in Israeli policy 
in Lebanon — to more "direct” ac- 
tion such as the downing of the two 
helicopters — came only after 
diplomatic efforts hod failed to 
pressure the Syrians into hailing 
their offensive. 

Begin reiterated-the._statement 
issued by the cabinet, declaring, 
"We will not tolerate a Syrian 
takeover in Lebanon and we will 
not let Syria wipe out the Christians 
there.” 

He said Israel's aim is id" prevent 
the Syrians from seizing control of 
the mountain ridge, from which 
they could bombard the Mediterra- 
nean port or Jounieh. This is the 
Christians’ one and only harbour 
through which they can receive aid 
in arms and food, he sait^. 

Begin said it was a reasonable as- 
sumption that Israel could lake 
steps beyond last week’s shooting 
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down of the t wo. helicopter*..- 
However, he stressed, Israel K* 
no desire to go to war with Syr*" 
would not hove intervened as »» 
last week, had Syria maintained W 
status quo inside Lebanon. 

While hoping that Syria aMJ 
PLO woyjd quit Lebanon, 
said it is not Israel’s in \ c . n,l °V. 

drive Syria out. Israel would n<«(£ 
patch divisions of troops tj 
Syria out, he said, but wouldaftjj 
prevent Syria scizl ^^ d n ot Id 

’"'"After the Syrians ha jW?$ 
circled Zahle. he notedr*' $ 
denly sent groMnd troop*j w 
helicopters up Mpiiit J- cb . anl 
wipe out the Christians in . 
mountain-top posit ions- , p j 
Begin charged that, th^ Wn 

had caused incredible s^eri^ 

Zahle, which ,had .AdP 

water, short of food, 
hospital and (.with 
destroyed, ■ 1 1 ‘ - 
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HERE AND ABROAD 


U.S. not seeking concessions from Saudis 


By WOLF BLITZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — The State 
Department's top Middle East ex- 
pert, Nicholas Veliotes, has con- 
firmed that the Reagan administra- 
tion did not seek any easing of Saudi 
Arabia’s opposition towards the 
lsraeii-Egyptiap peace process 
before approving Us requests for 
AWACS aerial surveillance aircraft 
and other advanced weaponry. 

The incoming assistant secretary 
for Near Eastern and South Asian 
affairs told the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee .'last week, 
that the U.S. expects no policy con- 
cessions whatsoever from the 
Saudis in exchange for the weapons. 

“It is not reasonable to expect 
that in the context of this transac- 
tion (the Saudis) will change 
policies they consider fundamen- 
tal,” he said in response to lough 
questioning on the Saudi arms deal 
from several senators. 

Veliotes, whose Senate confirma- 
tion is nssured, said that the 
AWACS sale was approved because 
the administration considered such 
a step to be Jik America's best 
national interest irrespective of 
Saudi positions on other issues, in- 
cluding financial and political sup- 
port for the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. 


An appropriate Saudi quid pro 
quo has become the source of much 
attention on Capitol Hill, where 
many legislators have already ex- 
pressed deep opposition to the sale. 
Senate majority leader Howard 
Baker has hinted that the only way 
the administration might win con- 
gressional approval for the sale is 
for the Saudis to make some con- 
cessions towards Israel by sup- 
porting the peace process or by 
moving away from the PLO. 

But Veliotes, who recently spent 
four years as ambassador to Jordan, 
rejected the notion that there 
should be any linkage between the 
AWACS sale and Saudi attitudes 
towards the Camp David peace 
process. It was unrealistic, he said, 
lo believe that the U.S. could win 
some change in the Saudi position 
by using arms sales as a means of 
leverage. 

Saudi Arabia’s stance could be 
changed, he continued, only if 
Riyadh concluded that (here was 
significant progress in the Palesti- 
nian autonomy negotiations. 

In a television interview, Senate 
Republican leader Howard Baker 
suggested that there are many ways 
that the AWACS sale could be 
changed. He listed some as in- 
cluding joint American and Saudi 
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Police sapper StafT-Sgt. David Igry Is carried from behind (he Cafe 
Aino on Jerusalem's Ben-Yehuda Street on Friday after a terrorist 
bomb he was attempting to de fuse explod ed^ causing him to lose three 
fingers. ' — - tzoom 77) 


By ROBERT ROSENBERG 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
A 27-year-old sapper lost three 
fingers on Friday when a terrorist 
bomb exploded behind the Cafe 
Alno in Jerusalem’s Ben-Yehuda 
Street. Sergeant-Major David Igry 
was reported resting comfortably in 
Hadassah University Hospital on 
Saturday night. 

-The bomb was discovered by cafe 
owner Vityhak Rosenthal, - wtto 
became suspicious when a box of 
artificial sweetener seemed abnor- 
mally heuvy. 

Rosenthal, whose popular cafe 
has been the scene of two previous 
terror bombings, picked up the box 
and ran out of the cafe into the 
buckyard ns sappers were called to 
the scene. 

, The promenade outside the cafe 
is crowded on Friday afternoons as 
many Jerusalemites to their last- 
minute shopping before the 
weekend. 
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Police cleared Ben-Yehuda 
Street and began searching for 
another bomb that might have been 
hidden inside the cafe or un- 
derneath one of the stone benches 
or beside the stone flower basins of 
the promenade. 

Sappers did 'find a second 
package which they shot m with the 
remote. control robot device used to 
blowup Suspicious packages. But it 
was not it bomb. 

The most serious attack on the 
Alno cafe was in September 1979, 
suid Rosenthal. One person was 
killed and 51 others wounded when 
a bicycle pucked with explosives in 
its tube frunie blew up. 

In Bethlehem two'lsraeli security 
men were slightly wounded last 
week by an explosive device thrown 
at them in the centre of town. A 
curfew was clamped down on the 
area, and soldiers searched nearby 
houses, arresting several suspects. 


'crews and joint processing of data 
or American control of the final end 
product. He said that what the con- 
sultations with Congress would try 
to achieve would be to make the 
final package “more acceptable to 
our friends in Israel and still accep- 
table to. our friends in Saudi 
Arabia." 

He stressed that the "Israel 
lobby" is made up of “good people” 
who are “seriously concerned about 
the security and survival of Israel.” 
However, he noted, Congress must 
adopt a package that "serves 
America’s best interests.” 

Baker conceded that Israel has 
legitimate concerns about the arms 
sale. But he added that "Israel 
never had a better friend perhaps in 
the While House than it has with 
President Reagan." 

Baker said that President Reagan 
had agreed to delay submission of 
the arms sales to SaudJa until after 
the summer to allow Congress to 
have some “input" into the 
proposul. 

Following the regular weekly 
meeting of the Israeli cabinet on 
April 26, ministers confirmed that 
Israel's objection to the U.S. sale of 
AWACS to Saudi Arabia would be 
expressed us a “legitimate debut e 
between two allies but not us a con- 
frontation.*' 

Israel Mend 
shot in Vienna 

VIENNA (AP). — A gunman Friday 
shot and killed the Vienna city 
councilman who also headed the 
Ausirhin-Ur.idi ^neiets, and 
Chancellor Bruno Kreisky said he 
considered it a “political murder," 
the first in Austria since 1945. 

Heinz NiKef. 50. the councilman 
in charge of traffic and energy, was 
shot outside his home. 

Nitlel was reported to have 
received death threats prior lo the 
shooting, and construction minister 
Karl Sekanina said he too had had 
death threats, one of them over the 
phone less than an hour after Nitlel 
was killed. 

Nitlel was hit by three bullets in 
the head and neck as he stepped 
, into his car, and died at the scene, 
police said. A spokesman said two 
men were being questioned in con- 
nection with the shooting. 

Heinz Nittel, a staunch friend of 
Israel, was for many years president 
of the Austria-Israel Association. 
He often stood up publicly against 
Austrian Chancellor Bruno 
Kreisky's pro-PLO stand. 

Among the many condolence 
cables sent over the weekend to Nit- 
tel's widow Elisabeth was that of 
Deputy Knesset Speaker Moshe 
Meron (Likud), chairman of the 
parliamentary Israel-Austria 
friendship association. 

“We are shocked at the 
loathsome murder of a great friend 
or Israel who contributed a great 
deal to the friendship and under- 
standing between Austria and Israel 
and fought courageously against in- 
creasing PLO influence in Austria," 
Meron wrote. 

Rumanian Jews convene 

BUCHAREST (JTZ). — The ann- 
nUal conference of the 68 Jewish 
communities in Rumnnia was held 
here last week. A mission of young 
leaders of the United Jewish Appeal 
in the U.S. conveyed greetings from 
American Jewry. 
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European Jewish human relations agency bated In Paris 
announces two vacancies, open from June 1, 19B1.. Male or 
female candidates must be familiar with International affairs 
and Jewish communities of Europe : 

1) Education officer 

with pedagogic bnckgrouncl and experience in dealing with the 
madia and educational establishments, to be responsible for the 
adaptation and establishment of programs against prejudice and 
discrimination throughout Europe. Fluent English, French end 
German — ■ additional languages desirahlo. European Common 
Market passport necessary. 

2) Administrative Executive 

with extensive office management experience and secretarial 
skills. French citizenship desirable, with fluency in French, 
English and possibly additional languages. 

Salaries in accordance with qualifications. 

Seed applications with C.V.'s and the names of 
three referees tor: 

B.P. 17 — 70261, Paris OB Gedex, France, 
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and related fields 
Work and live in new 
scientific co mm un i ty , 

in Jerusalem 

New private venture. Permanent 
positions. Qualified applicants will he 
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FDR Sta., Nan Turk, NT I01B0, USA. ' 
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Left: Yitzhak Navon, in 1951, when he was secretary to David Ben-Uurlon, Israel's first Prime Minister. On the right, Navon, as President, with his wife Ophira and their children 
Erez (left) Wld Na’ama. | (Braun, Rubmgcr) 

Israel at 33: the president takes stock 



( Continued from page 11 

When I spent some time in South 
America in the early days of the 
State. I found the natives' extreme 
politeness grating and artificial. But 
after years of watching the 
behaviour of some Israelis, I have 
come to prefer artificial courtesy 
over verbal aggression." 

Some of the sabra's prickliness is, 
no doubt, due to the continuous 
pressures of war and economic 
problems. Two years after the 
-Egypi-UraeV -peace treaty - was- -' 
signed, says Navon, Israelis still 
seem to lack inner peace. 

But the President has no doubt 
that a long period of quiet in its rela- 
tions with Israel's neighbours will 
produce internal quiet as well. 

Asked about the challenges to be 
tackled before the end of this cen- 
tury. he cites energy and water as 
the most important economic and 
technological targets. The perfec- 
tion of cheap solar energy, the con- 
struction of the Mediterranean Sea- 
Dead Sea canal, and the construc- 
tion of one or two nuclear power 
plants could create an Israel that is 
largely Independent of foreign oil 
suppliers. While Western 
dependence on oil producers — and 
the resultant political problems for 
Israel would not be erased by 
these achievements, at least the 
pressure on Israel would be substan- 
tially reduced. 

In addition, Israel must advance 
further in its effort to produce 
desalinated water cheaply if it Is to 
increase its population substantially 
over the next few decades. 

The necessity of energy in- 
dependence and adequate water 
supplies is so great, says Navon, that 
making do with less and making 
considerable sacrifices would be 
justified to achieve them. 

On the country’s social chal- 
lenges, Navon says it is imperative 
for all young couples to have a 
housing solution — a flat obtainable 
at reasonable rent if they cannot af- 
ford to buy one. While large 
families in crowded conditions are 
also of great concern, young cou- 
ples — consisting of discharged 
soldiers who return to civilian life 
eager to establish their own homes 
und families — deserve top priority. 
The middle class worries about this, 
perhups. as much as the disadvan- 
taged. 


The President is “very op- 
timistic" when it comes to 
predicting the amount of 
Ashkenazi-Sephardi tension in the 
future decades. The rate of inter- 
communal marriages was 11 per 
cent only a few years ago, he says. 
Now it is 21 per cent, and still on the 
upswing. Widespread “intermar- 
riage" among the communities will 
eventually make it impossible to 
identify disadvantage with ethnic 
background. "Government policies 
xan'-U-directly cause more 
Ashkenazim and Sephardim to mar- 
ry each other, but a number of 
things can be done indirectly to 
bolster the trend," Navon asserts. 

The President warns against the 
spread of towns with only Sephar- 
dim or Ashkenazim. Children grow 
up isolated and unaware that there 
are other kinds of people, he ex- 
plains, and the homogeneity of the 
population prevents "intermar- 
riage." The government can 
provide incentives to the better off 
to settle in development towns. 

He gives his own family as an ex- 
ample of successful mixing. Navon 's 
wife Ofira was born to Russian- 
immigrant parents. His siblings also 
married Ashkenazim. When their 
children gel together, they talk 
about ethnic origin with humour — 
"that food is made by our 
Ashkenazi grandmother or our 
Sephardi grandmother," .The 
Navon's daughter Na’ama has come 
to her father after hearing a discus- 
sion in school on the topic and 
asked: Abba, -isn’t it true that we're 
both Ashkenazi and Sephardi?" 

: As to the danger that "intermar- 
riage" among Jewish ethnic groups 
would lead to extinction of 
traditional customs and language, 
Navon notes that most children are 
today quite ignorant of the past of 
their ancestors. 

ANOTHER imperative is the need 
to increase the number of Jews liv- 
ing in Israel, says Navon, who sug- 
gests another million or so dim in 
the next two decades as a desirable 
and possible attainment. He does 
not support the theory that Zionism 
is meaningful and viable only so 
long, as there remain Jews in 
countries of distress who need a 
haven.: Such potential sources of 
population are drying up, and if 
Western Jews do not joii) us, Israel 


may end this century with the small 
and static population of an Uruguay 
or a Norway. 

The theory is belied by the fact 
that Western Jews are coming, even 
though admittedly in small 
numbers. There is a pulling force 
that induces Jews who are comfor- 
table in the Diaspora to come here 
for positive reasons, says Navon. 
The trouble lies in Israelis, who 
"don't have enough self-confidence 
about asking Diaspora Jews to give 
up their fieshpois for Israel tutcHib - 
bureaucracy and difficulties. I'm 
afraid that in the last decade or so, 
we have developed feelings of in- 
adequacy compared to Jews in the 
Diaspora." 

The President himself says he 
feels no compunctions about telling 
a Diaspora Jew that "he is living a 
flawed existence abroad, that he is 
forfeiting his share in a nation that is 
determining its own history for the 
first time in millennia. He is missing 
out on the feeling that it is all ours 
— the achievements and respon- 
sibilities as well as the sorrows." 

Since beginning his term three 
years ago, the President has 
searched for the mogic formula that 
can induce large numbers of 
Western Jews to come on aliya. He 
feels he hasn't yet found it, but he 
has a clue from a successful youth 
programme that brings Diaspora 
youngsters here for months at a. 
time. "They need to feel as if they 
are taking part in the historical 
events of the Jewish People as they 
tour the country and study about 
it," Navon explains. 

The importance of aliya to each 
Diaspora Jew — and to Israel — 
should be explained with con- 
fidence that it is the right path but 
without demagogy, says Navon. "If 
1 knew that I’d be able to increase 
aliya by shutting down all the fund- 
raising appeals, I would certainly do 
so," he says. 

ON THE problem of relations 
between Israeli Arabs and Jews, 
Navon bemoans the fact that there 
is "no real dialogue between them.” 
In his meetings with Arabs, he asks 
whether they would be happier if 
there were no Jews in Israel, and in 
meetings with Jews, he asks whether 
they would prefer no Arabs. But, he 
emphasizes, this land was fated to 
have both Arabs and Jews living 


together. Whfle each people may 
not view this as the ideal, "we have 
to make the best of it." 

The conflict in the hearts of 
Israeli Arabi Navon suggests, is 
best described with a quotation 
from Abdul-Azziz Zouabi, a former 
Knesset member and deputy health 
minister, who once noted with 
sadness that “my people and my 
country are at war." 

The personal problems of Isrueli 
Arabs — finding a good job und a 

tf et’ ttn rpliftNfHtf 1 lire 1 are soluble. 

says the President. But he believes 
that the problems that emanate 
from relations 'between Israel nnd 
its neighbours cannot be solved un- 
til a comprehensive political solu- 
tion — that includes a solution for 
the Palestinian problem — is found. 

In the meantime, Navon believes 
that the government's definition of 
"security risks" is too broad, und 
that it prevents many capable Arabs 
from holding government jobs. 
"What is to prevent un Israeli Arab 
who is competent rind willing from 
serving as ti consult abroad und 
spenking on Israel's behalf?" Navon 
asks. 

IF such a comprehensive settle- 
ment involving all of Israel's 
neighbours is finnlly reached — and 
Navon does not know whether it 
will be achieved in his lifetime — 
the Middle East can become "one 
of the most flourishing and 
developed areas in the world." 

PEACE, he adds, ‘‘is an end in 
itself. It means that young people 
will be able to live their natural 
lifespan, and not fall in war before 
their time." 

If peace can-go beyond that bless- 
ing of a Tull life, "that’s even bet- 
ter." In . that eventuality, “with 
Israel’s expertise and the Arabs' 
economic power," ilierc uuuld be a 
great era. 

Meanwhile, Navon is cognizant 
of the “lack of symmetry" between 
what Israel gave up and what Egy 
gave up in their peace ; >«rtffy 
"Egypt agreed to intangibles — 
recognition, diplomatic relations 
and the like— very important things 
but they can all be stopped by one 
phone call. Israel gave up tangibles 
— airbqsc, land settlements and 
oil fields — that can be got back 
only through another war. that none 
of us wants." 


In his meetings with Sadat lui 
fall, Navon wanted to ensure that 
normalization would be viewed as i 
natural and concrete process. 

Navon is pleased that every item 
— except one — in the list of things 
agreed upon with Sadat during the 
state visit to Egypt has come to frui- 
tion: an extra El Al flight was in- 
stituted; the land border was 
opened to commercial traffic; ac- 
cess to Santa Katarina from Israel 
was not discontinued; youth delega- 
tions will visit each others' country 
in August; government ministers ex- 
changed visits; and exhibitions on 
the achievements of Israel and of 
Egypt will be exchanged as soon as 
they are completed. The only thing 
that remains is the establishment of 
a "supreme command for peace, 
which Sudat approved at Navon s 
suggestion. This body was to consol 
of psychologists, teachers, 
sociologists and other professionals 

front each country and meet 
every three or four months tofiw 
ways to firmly establish the peace- 
Asked to evaluate his presidency 
its lie pusses the 60 percent mark of 
his term, Navon snys he i* w* 
satisfied with his efforts in one 0 
the four spheres of activity tnatJ* 
set for himself after being el 5^ 
lie is satisfied that he. baa '®xx 
what I waniecTto do" re B a ™^ 
helping to reduce the gap , 
the various Jewish community \ . 
Israel; strengthening in* 1 .®* 
between Israel and the Dlasp° , . 
and working with cultural w . 
educational projects that are not ' 

responsibility of any ministry- I 

Bui he still wants to do ! 

the fourth sphere: creating , T 

relations with Israel1 jjj 
"Because of various reasons, 
not yet satisfied.” 

THE LONG 
evitably lurns of ^ 

He does 

• ofrns term with any 


happy that time P aM “’ ^ 
each day goes, it 
you have one day less. . ^ 
dent Yitzhak Navon «« 

decide whether t0 
term, whether to 
life or whether to d 5 V0 / h i. W n v c-«if 
writing when the end of 
term nears. As for now,,?u 
is- "We’ll live and sec. 
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HERE AND ABROAD 

Israel unwraps mini-Uzi and 
super-anti-tank shell 


By HIRSH GOODMAN 
Post Military Correspondent 

The Israel Military Industries 
last week revealed a revolutionary 
armour-piercing shell said to be 
more effective than any anti-tank 
shell in the world, and capable of 
penetrating all known types of ar- 
mour. 

Hundreds of thousands of the 
shells have been exported and 
produced for the Israel Defence 
Forces over the past three years, 

I Ml added, bringing in an estimated 
$300 million to the country. 

Development of the 105 mm. 
shell began in 1971 and it went into 
production in 1978. The shell was 
designed by the late weapons expert 
Avraham MakofT. It has an extraor- 
dinary penetration capability on im- 
pact. It weighs 18.7 kilos and has an 
effective maximum range of five 
kilometres. 

Thus far the shell has been ex-- 
ported to 16 countries, two-thirds of 
the total to NATO countries. 

The shells officially -called the 105 
mm. Complete' Round, was 
revealed by Michael Schor, director 
of the Military Industries, during a 
meeting with military correspon- 
dents in Tel Aviv Inst week. 

Also revealed for publication was 
a mini-Uzi sub-machinegun which 


will soon go into service with special 
branches of security forces around 
the world. Over 750,000 Uzis have 
been sold in 40 countries over the 
years. The new version was 
specifically designed for special 
security forces, and is easily con- 
cealed. While much smaller than 
the original it has lost none of its 
firepower, and may be used with a 
silencer and night sight. 

The new shell and the mini-Uzi 
are just two of the 296 military items 
produced by the IMI. Turnover for 
the 14,500-employee conglomerate, 
which is the largest industry in the 
country after the Israel Aircraft In- 
dustries, will be around $500m. this 
year, with some 60 per cent of earn- 
ings coming from exports. 

I Mi's 38 plants spread around 
Israel are capable of producing 527 
separate products, including a wide 
range of ammunition for the ur- 
-mour,. infantry and artillery corps, 
the navy and the air force. The am- 
munition includes several types of 
air-to-air, sea-lo-sea, and ground- 
to-ground rockets and missiles. Its 
ammunition production capability 
ranges from 5.56 mm. bullets to 
eight-inch artillery shells. 

Exports Tor 1981 will be 5350m. ,< 
an increase of 15 per cent over last 
year. 


U.S. Holocaust ceremony 


By WOLF BLITZER 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. - President 
Ronald Reagan, emotionally recall- 
ing the Holocaust at a White House 
“day of remembrance," has pledged 
that the U.S. will “point a finger of 
shame" at persecution “wherever it 
takes place in the world." 

The president was addressing 
about 300 guests, most of them 
Jewish, who last week crowded into 
the While House East Room to 
memorialize the murder of six 
million Jews during World War II. 

The White House ceremony was 
the first annual remembrance 
organized by the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Council, established by 


Author Eli Wtesel 


Congress and chaired by author Elie 
Wiese I . 

The president said he was "hor- 
rified" that there “are actually peo- 
ple now trying to say that the 
i I tti si invented, that u 
never happened, that there weren’t 
six million people whose lives were 
taken cruelly and needlessly in that 
event, that all of this is propagan- 
da." 

He wus referring to various 
groups, including the Institute for 
Historical Review in California, 
which argue that there was no Nazi 
plan to exterminate Jews. 

Reagan yesterday also 
proclaimed this week as Jewish 
Heritage Week "in homage to the 
significant contributions made by 
the Jewish community to the U.S." 

"American Jews have con- 
tributed significantly to the spiritual 
and cultural elevation of our society 
since the founding of our nation," 
Reagan said in a proclamation. 

— “Jewish - immigrants and their 
descendants have brought dignity 
and distinction to every field of 
American endeavour." 

— “- J e wia k h e rit age- reaches far and 
deeply into the dawn of history, 
when Americd was but a wilderness. 
The Jewish people still firmly carry 
these ancient and revered 
traditions,” Reagan said. 


Windows smahed in Orthodox section 


How to stop the economic 
deterioration? How to stop 
emigration from Israel? 

Free Enterprise 
Is Our Solution 

Discontinuation of our portion of the U.J.A., the 
bonds and all other extensions of the "schnorr" and 
the creation of conditions which will allow American 
Jews to invest profitably in Israel. A gradual phasing 
out of grants from the U.S. A. 

Western Jews know that there 
is a different way 

What Israel needs is a free enterprise system with 
government restrictions reduced to a minimum. 
Under a free enterprise system, Jews in Israel will be 
able to develop and apply their talents, just as Jews 
have done in other free countries. 
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HERITAGE AWARD PRESENTED FOR 
DEDICATION TO ISRAEL 




P&ul Radar, Consul-General of Israel at recant Luncheon celebrating ARMDl'o 
40th Anniversary. 


Hew York, N.Y.: Four distinguished members of die American Rad Mason 
David for Israel National Board of Directors were presented with the ARMDI 
Heritage Award at the recent ARMDI 40th Anniversary Luncheon In the 


Grand Ballroom or the Sheraton CentBr In New York City. 

This Heritage Award was presented to Sydney B. Wertheimer, Louis 
RosBnbBrg and Herman z. Qultunan, in recognition of the more than thirty 
years of dedicated service each has given to the humanitarian causa of 
ARMDI, helping Magen David Adorn (MDA). Israel's Red Cross, fttlflll Its 


A "commando" unit of secular For about two years the road has Joseph Handleman of Miami, Fla., received his Heritage Award after 

Jews from Jerusalem’s Ramol sub- beegihe scene of violent protests by SB& Board of Directors, 

n?th2rfrt tUr ? ay ni u ht rf ttact ^ c 4 ail<> Jews, o Mended by Prasenting 8 ihe awarded Mrs. Nathan Goldman £id tribute to the century of 

urinooox Jewish Ezrat Tora vehicular traffic on the Sabbath, service compiled by the Tour honorees, and expressed the hope that each 

neighbourhood, Smashing windows Though a bypass road is open would continue his efforts to guide the organization on Its present course or 

and car windshields, cnusli,, tens of many Ramol motorists shtin it since SJsTo”X"in° n th"fBlS wai “ ‘ ncreMln8 • merg0,,0 ' , ”””“ cal 


responsibility as that country's National Emergency Medical, Blood, 
Ambulance and Disaster Service. 

Joseph Handleman of Miami, Fla., received his Heritage Award after 
completing an outstanding decade on the ARMDI National Board of Directors, 
culminating in a five year term as National President. 

Presenting the awards, Mrs. Nathan Goldman paid tribute to Lhe century of 
service compiled by the four honorees, and expressed the hope that each 
would continue bis efforts to guide the organization on Its present course of 


thousands of shekels worth or 
damage. By Sunday morning, police 
has still not made any arrests. 

The attack followed an incident 
Saturday afternoon in which per- 
sons from the Orthodox quarter — 
mostly children — threw rocks at 
passing cars on the road to Ramol, 
which skirts* the neighbourhood 
slightly injuring a driver. . . 
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it is not os wide as the main road, 
Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek 
denounced the window smashing 
spree by the Ramol attackers. He 
said the rock throwers are "only & 
minority who also happen to be 
people who happen to support (he 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
and refuse to recognise the Slate 6f 
Israel.” 


Professional, American male, 40, 

Seeks Young, Attractive Woman 

Glassy and non-smoker. Interested in arts, sports, trsvel- 
friendshlp/permanent relationship. Live In Nevada but travel frequently. 

Box RH, Jerusalem Post, 1 10 East 68th St., New York, N.Y, 10032. 
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When you buyaluxuifj 
holiday home in Tel Aviv 
from only $1,200 ... 


SfS One room for one week, once a year, forever. 
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...you can enjoy a Imliday 
home in 30 countries t 
throughout the world. 

That’s what Time Sharing is all about! 


An 

ISRAEL 
INMEf 
APPROVED 
PROJECT 


Imagine, with only one payment, for as many weeks as you like, 
sou own a luxury holiday apartment in the fabulous resort area of 
Tel A»lv. That's right, it’s your very own to enjoy every year, 
forever. You can come back year after year to your own holiday 
apartment that's beautifully furnished and maintained, with colour 
television' and stereo, and a magnificent swimming pool. While 
you7n having the holiday of your life, you can taufjli at Inflation. It 
won' I affect vou at all: 

HOLIDAY ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 
Should you like a change of scenery — there's a choice of 4UU 
magnificent lime Sharing holiday hotels, apartments and villas 
In 3U countries throughout the world— you can exchange your 
apartment for a holiday in Spain, Morida, Barbados, The 
Caribbean, Cannes Marina or even a luxury yacht in Antigua. 
How's that for a holiday planning you can really get excited about? 


YOU CAN SHOW A I*ROHT, TOO 

If you choose not to use your vacation time, you can rent your unit 
out al the going rale. And if one day you’d like Co sell, you can pick 
up a nice profit. 

lime Sharing is the newest and most 
exciting to' geF“tlle best otit^f ytiuf 
annual vacation. 

Contact the Mandarin. They have offices in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, 
Netanya and Eilat, they'll explain, in detail, the Time Sharing 
concept and you'll understand why more llinn 500,1)00 people ull 
over the world have bought Time Sharing holiday homes. 
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Exclusive world wide agents 


INTERNATIONAL 
TIME OWNERSHIP GROUP 

U.S.A. 


Ill High Ridge Road. 
Stamford. Conn. 06906 
Tel. (203) 367-8281 
ENGLAND 
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TEL AVIV 
Klkar Atarlm 
(Kikar Namlr), Suite 222 


32/33 Marylebone High Street g a.m.-9 p.m. Saturdays, B-9 p.m. 
London W1M 3 PF Tel. 03-286082, 286077 

Tel. 01-486-7938/487-6089 


# Choose from 400 Raaoila, 
Worldwide through RCi 
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The VIP Maccabiah Leadership Mission 
to the 11th Maccabiah Games. 

Experience the 11th Maccabiah Games in all their splendor 
^ and pageantry, in Tel Aviv, July 4 to July 17, 1981. 

ONIY THE WINNERS WILL ENJOY 
THE GAMES MORE THAN YOU 


U.S. Committee 
Sports For Israel 
(212) 687-9826 


Kopel Tours 
(212) 838-0600 
(800) 223-7408 
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‘Summer time 
is unhealthy’ 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Interior Minister Yosef Burg said 
last week he hns decided not to in- 
troduce summer time this year 
because he believes it would be 
harmful to people's health. 

Burg denied that in making his 
decision — announced previously- 
he was bowing to pressure from 
religious circles who fear that mov- 
ing the clock forward by one hour 
would lead to mass desecration of 
the Subbath on Saturday evenings. 

At a meeting with Micha Harish, 
chairman of the Knesset subcom- 
mittee on energy, which is pressing 
for the introduction of summertime 
as a fuel-saving device, Burg said he 
had opposed summer time for 
medical reasons as long ago as 1952 
when he was minister of health in 
David Ben-Gurion’s government. 
He claimed that people's 
“biological clocks" would be dis- 
turbed— IT-tho clocks were moved, 
but did not produce any medical 
evidence to support his case. 

He added that it was not clear 
that any savings in fuel would be 
made as a result of the switch. Bui 
next year, he said, he would be 
prepared to study the evideiu* 
more fully if he were still in a posi- 
tion to decide. 

An amendment pushed through 
the Knesset Iasi winter by the 
Orthodox Agudat Yisrael party 
gives the Interior M inister the sole 
discretion to decide us to whether 
the clucks should be moved 
forward, as they were last summer 
lor six weeks. 

Gadi Elgazi gets 
army discharge 

Post Military Correspondent 
Gadi Elgazi, the soldier who 
spent over eight months in military 
prisons because he refused to serve 
in the administered territories, has 
received an administrative dis- 
charge from the Israel Defence 
I'orccs. 

hlg;i/i was released last month by 
order of the chief of staff, who is not 
hound to explain his decision. There 
is also no recourse to appeal. E* r 
licr, the chief of stuff agreed w 
cut l-lga/i’s prison term, and nu 
release from active service had b«o 
expected for sonic time. 

II Iga/.i will be culled to do reguiw 
reserve duty, nnd military s° ur * 
said last week that his was nol 
honourable discharge- The ® n v 
ficial reason given for 
ministrati vc discharge was tac 

TSSSi. the first case of asg 

refusing to serve in the admiwa , 
territories to have attracted 
large-scale public attention, 
have been many other 
similar refusals, with the IDF _ 
ly making allowances by 
alternative service iwjj 
“Green Line" (the 1967 borders) 
objectors. 

Ida Nudel’s birtb^' 

Mas® 

Prisoner of Zion .^hdaY cw* 
birthday and wrote b rth'toy^ ^ 
that will be sent to Nudel. w 
been in exile in Russia 
than three years. . ■ ^ 

The stall, erected fi. N) ##. 
Women for Ida Nude! ( '"» ^ 
decorated with hearts, 
pictures of Nuclei. 
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How Israelis are celebrating this week 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Noting a steady decline in the dis- 
play of flags on private buildings on 
national holidays, the government 
Information Centre last week urged 
the public to go all out this Indepen- 
dence Day (May 7), Israel’s 33rd, in 
decorating balconies, windows and 
even cars with the national colours. 

At a press conference in 
Jerusalem, centre director Ya'acov 
Schatz pointed out -that specially- 
priced flag kits containing cloth and 
plastic banners of various sizes are 
being marketed at low prices in 
supermarkets and department 
stores. Members of Zionist youth 
organizations last week launched a 
door-to-door sales campaign for the 


flag kits. 

There will be more fireworks this 
year than last, with a total of IS400,- 
000 to be spent on the sparklers in 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and dozens of 
development towns around the 
country. 

Because the opening ceremony 
on Jerusalem’s Mt. Herzl will be 
broadcast for the first time on TV in 
colour, more fireworks will be set 
off, said Schatz. Aside from the 
central event, where 12 beacons will 
be kindled by a dozen represen- 
tatives of Israel's achievements in 
education, most of the celebrations 
will be held on a local level. 

Army displays of weapons will be 
on view at 17 spots — mostly 
development towns — and soldiers 


manning the displays are taking part 
in local events as well. 

Every local authority and 
municipality is organizing enterain- 
ment and pichic facilities for 
celebrants on Thursday. 

Traditional Independence Day 
events include the World Jewish Bi- 
ble Contest for Youth, the presi- 
dent’s reception for the diplomatic 
corps and for outstanding soldiers 
and the Israel Prize Awards 
ceremony. 

Memorial Day for Israel's fallen 
precedes Independence Day. A 
two-minute siren is sounded 
throughout the country al 8 p.m. on 
Tuesduy, slopping ull traffic and 
sjgnalling all citizens to stnnd in 
silence. The opening Memorial Day 


ceremony begins at the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem immediately after 
the siren sounds. 

Memorial assemblies are held 
simultaneously at all military monu- 
ments around the country, and 
special prayer services are conduc- 
ted in synagogues. 

Another two-minute siren is 
sounded at II a.m., Wednesday, 
followed by memorial services Tor 
the fallen at military cemeteries. 

The central event in France this 
year will be the appearance of an in- 
formation caravan called '‘Shalom 
From Jerusalem,” which was 
prepared by the World Zionist 
Organization. The caravan Is equip- 
ped with pamphlets, and audio- 
visual aids about Israel and Zionism. 


Special army 
ribbons given 
for bravery 


Victims of 
Holocaust 
remembered 

By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Unlike the Jews of Europe who 
refused to helicve (hat the Nazis in- 
tended to destroy (hem, Israel must 
lake ui their word ail enemies who 
speak of wiping her off the map, 
President Yitzhak Navon said 
on Wednesday of last week at the 
onset o! Martyrs' and Heroes' 
Rencmbrancc Day. 

“Today, there are those m our 
area and elsewhere who speak ol 
destruction." Navon said at the of- 
ficial ceremony at Yad Vashem. 
"Let us not be lulled by those who 
try to minimize the danger of such 
'insane' people. Such 'insane' peo- 
ple are usually consistent." 

The president noted that most of 
the Sephardi Jews of Europe were 
killed in the Holocaust, along with 
the majority of Ashkenazi Jews of 
that continent. Only a miracle, he 
added, prevented the Nazis from 
inplementing their genocide of the 
Jews in North Africa as well. 

Although the Jewish people 
might have been expected to 
bounce back after the Holocaust 
and increase in numbers, two 
Jewish parents today don’t leave, 
behind two Jewish children when 

they die, Navon-saitL- — — * 

Citing a recent survey of Haifa 
University students who displayed 
surpri sing ignorance about baric 
facts on the Holocaust, MK Gideon 
Hausner, an official of Yad Vashem, 
noted that "we haven't met our 
obligation of teaching the young 
about this era.” 

Six beacons were kindled atop 



Beacons In memory of the six million Holocaust victims are kindled at 
the central memorial ceremony at Yad Vashem In Jerusalem (Zoom 7 ?) 


the Yad Vashem synagogue by 
former partisans and Holocaust sur- 
vivors. 

In a ceremony at Tel Aviv's 
Mann Auditorium, Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin recalled a recent 
conversation with British Prime 
. w Thatcher in 
which she said she would choose the 
second option if today she had the 
choice of bombing Auschwitz or 
-^wuming-tht-war.” 

Begin said he pointed out to her 
that in the year 1944, the war was 
already on the way to being won hy 
the Allies. Noting that anti- 
Semitism is rampant in Europe, 
Begin maintained that even today 


countries are willing to sacrifice 
Jew's for oil and other considera- 
tions. 

Holocaust Day was observed on 
Thursday, a day early because the 
■traditional date — the 27th orNisan 
— fell on Friday, and some 
memorial observances might have 
conflicted with the entrance of the 
Sabbath. 

In Washington, President Ronald 
Reagan participated in a Holocaust 
memorial ceremony in the White 
House Rose Garden. 

Former president Jimmy Carter 
appointed a National Holocaust 
Commission Tour years ago. 

(Editorial comment page 18 ) 


Objections to new pool in Jerusalem 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The construction of a swimming 
pool by an institution for emotional- 
ly disturbed boys in the Orthodox 
section of Jerusalem*a Bayit Vegan 
neighbourhood has evoked threats 
of violence from religious militants, 
the institution's director claimed 
last vyeek. 

Yeheskel Cohen, head of the 
Bnai B’rith Children's Home, said 
he had received anonymous calls 
pfter midnight in recent days warn- 
ing that his home and the institution 
would be wrecked if' the pool is 
opened. 


""Yeshivas bordering the children's 
home, the only secular institution in 
that part of the neighbourhood, 
have objected to the outdoor pool 
on the grounds that it would distract 
the yeshiva students from their 
studies. Leaflets distributed in the 
neighbourhood assert that 
“criminals” would be bathing in full 
view of the public. 

Cohen said the pool will open 
as scheduled in two weeks. He 
noted that the institution has been 
on the site 28 years, long before the 
Orthodox institutions were opened 
nearby. 


Reagan thanks feoren 
for special prayer 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
has written to Chief Rabbi Shlomo 
Goren thanking him for composing 
and reciting a special prayer Tor his 
recovery from a would-be assassin’s 
bullet lust month. 

Goren had written to Reagan three 
weeks ago to tell him that he recited 
the prayer, in the presence of most 
of the country's rabbinical court 
judges and town rabbis, al a special 
gathering in Jerusalem. 

Reagan said he “very much ap- 
preciated” the concern for his 
health. 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AV|V. — Special army ribbons 
were awarded lasL week to soldiers 
ami civilians who had won citations 
from die chief of staff for bravery in 
bailie. The ribbons were distributed 
b> Chief or Staff Rav-Aluf Rafael 
Euan at a ceremony here. 

Sonic of the 145 awards were 
posthumous and were given to 
prim-faced parents, widows and 
iluldreii. The blue -while -red rih- 
bnns have three ‘crossed swords and 
olive brunches on them. 

Ribbons were also awarded to 
doctors and medics for treating the 
wounded under fire. Some 
recipients were cited for rescuing 
soldiers during battle. In one case, a 
wounded soldier had been carried 
for two days during the Yom Kippur 
War. 

A ribbon was also awarded to the 
late Seren Mansour Man sour, a 
Druse who volunteered to join a 
combat unit during that war. Man- 
sour was killed while serving as a 
deputy company commander on the 
Golan Heights. 

Some recipients were given rib- 
bons for technical developments 
which helped the intelligence ser- 
vice. 

Honduras and Israel 
8ign cultural accord 

Israel and Honduras signed a 
cujtural agreement last week. A 
joint communique issued by Hon- 
duras Foreign Minister Cesar 
Agusto Sierra and Foreign Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir said closer 
economic cooperation wns also 
planned. They told reporters they 
had pledged to improve "the already 
excellent ties between the two 
countries.” 

A joint working group to plan 
mutual economic ties will be set up, 
the ministers said. 


Irving Stone here 

One or America's best known 
biographers, Irving Stone, is spen- 
ding a month in Jerusalem. The 
author or The Agony and the Ecstasy 
(on Michelangelo). The Passions of 
the Mind (Freud) and The Origin 
(Darwin) is staying al Mishkenol 
Sha'ananim, Jerusalem's special 
guest house complex Tor V]p artists., 
musicians and writers from abroad, i 



We are a stone's throw from 
Jerusalem and ONLY 10 minutes 
away from Bethlehem. We can be 
easily reached by public transport. 
MITZPEH RACHEL can be your 
home-base for sightseeing trips to 
such locations as the Dead Sea. Mt. 
Hebron, the Judean Desert or 
Jerusalem and Its surrounding area 

KIBBUTZ RAMAT RACHEL, 

P.O.Box 98. Jerusalem, Israel. 


Reservations: 
02-716712 or 715041 
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LONDON AND 
THE UNITED 
KINGDOM 

We are able to offer a lull range ot 
financial and company services to 
meet your business requirements in 
England including: 

* Financial arrangements 

* Accommodation add mu 

* Company secretarial services 
For details contact Jell re y Morrison 
at 01 734 I78B or write to: 
Nominea Assurance Holdings Ltd.. 
Cbsifaam House, l BO Regent St., 
London W.l, England. 
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Poll says 10% of voters will 
be abroad on election day 


By MARK SEGAL 
Post Political Correspondent 
TEL AVIV. — Nearly 10 percent of 
the electorate will be out of the 
country on June 30, Knesset polling 
day. according to a poll conducted 
for The Jerusalem Post. Most af- 
fected will be the Labour Parly, the 
Likud and Shulamit Aloni's 
Citizens Rights Movement (CRM).j 
T ravel agents point out that June' 
30 marks the end of the off-season 
prices. 

The high probability of 10 per 
cent of the voters being abroad on 
election day is likely to sound alarm 
bells in the campaign headquarters 
of both Labour and Likud. In a 
Jerusalem Post interview with 
Labour's Yossi Sarid and the 
Likud's Ronnie Millo, they concur- 
red that the battle will centre on five 
to 10 seats which will decide which 
of the two parlies forms the next 
government. 

The poll conducted by the 
Modi'in Ezrahi Applied Research 
Centre among a representative 
selection of 1,237 adults, asked: 


“Do you intend to be. abroad on 
election day?" Some 9.9 per cent 
responded in the affirmative. 

Centre director Sara Shemer said 
that an analysis of the results in- 
dicates that these absentee voters 
make up 17.4 per cent of the CRM 
vole, 10.6 per cent of Labour, 7.8 
per cent of the Likud, 4.1 per cent 
of National Religious Party sup- 
porters, and 1 1 per cent of the un- 
decided bloc of voters, oil which 
Moshe Dayan's Telem list bases its 
hopes of electoral success. 

Shemer said that a "profile” of 
such an absentee voter indicates 
someone middle-aged (41-60), 
middle-income, Western and 
secular. 

Ron Finkel of the Albany Tours 
travel agency told The Post that for 
some Israelis going abroad, the dif- 
ference between leaving before 
June 30 and after July 10 could be as 
high as $500 for a couple. He 
reported an increase in overseas 
bookings of 15 to 20 per cent this 
year compared with 1980. 


Hausner decides not to seek re-election 


Post Political Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Gideon Hausner, the 
Independent Liberal Party's sole 
MK. has decided not to run again 
for the Knesset, reliable sources 
reported lust week. 

The parly forums will convene 
soon to choose another candidate to 


head the party list, as well as to 
decide on its other candidates. 

Hausner has been in the Knesset 
since 1965 and active in politics 
since the early 1960s. Prior to that 
he served as attorney -general and 
was prosecutor in the Eichmann 
trial. 



Labour leader Peres 

Hot reception 

Labour Party chairman Shimon 
Peres — the man who would 
become prime minister if the Align- 
ment wins in the national elections 
June 30 — was pelted with oranges 
and tomatoes in Jerusalem last 
week as he tried to make a speech at 
Mimouna, the annual post-Pessah 
celebration of Israelis of North 
African origin. 

He and Histadrut labour federa- 
tion secretary general Yeroham 
Meshel — also a leader of the 
Labour Party — were jeered by 
shouting groups of holidaymakers 
who foroed them to leave tfce 
speakers' platform before they 
could even utter a word. 

In contrast to the hostility shown 
to Peres and Meshel, the large 
crowd waxed ecstatic when Prime 
Minister Menahem Begin and 
Housing Minister David Levy — 
also a leading figure in the Likud — - ■ 
appeared on the scene. 

A Labour- Party spokesman 
charged the attacks on Peres and 
Meshel were "a Likud plot.” 

But a Likud official replied: "We 
regret any unruly behaviour at a 
Mimouna, and they (he Labour 
Parly) have no proof we organized 
the disruptions. That would go 
against our interests." 


‘Sick, anti-Semitic jokes’ 


Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON 1 . — Israel Ambas- 
sador Ephraim Evron has com- 
plained to the State Department 
about “sick jokes with an anti- 
Semitic ring" told by Saudi Arabian 
oil minister Ahmed Zaki Yamani in 
New York last month. 

At a meeting with Nicholas 
Veliotes, the assistant secretary of 
slate-designdte for Middle Eastern 
affairs, Evron called on the State 
Department to repudiate Yamani's 
remarks, "We asked the depart- 
ment to tell the sheikh that this kind 
of public utterance cannot be 
tolerated,” Evron said after the 
meeting. 

The joke, Eyrori said, “was a 
violation of accepted norms of 
diplomatic behaviour.. .was offen- 
sive and abusive and had an anti- 
Semitic ring to it." 

Yamani told the story in a speech 
to the Foreign Policy Association, 
describing it as an old Beduin tale. 
It tells of a man who had promised 
to sell his camfl for a low price, but 
ties a dead mouse to its tail and uses 
the rodent as a pretext to raise the 
camel's price. Yamani compared 
Israel to the mouse. 

Yamani was also quoted as saying 



Saudla’s Yamani 


that U.S. ties to Israel are “a threat" 
to U.S. -Saudi friendship and that 
educated Saudis are “aware of the 
extent of the powers of the Zionist 
lobby and the Jewish community" 
in the U.S. 

Evron told reporters that Yamani 
had used “offensive and abusive 
language against a country which is 
a friend and ally of the United 
States." He said the State Depart- 
ment had told him "they would look 
into the text of his remarks and take 
appropriate action if they feel it u 
necessary." 


Dinitz to be Peres’s chief coordinator 


Post Political Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Former ambassador 
in Washington Simha Dinitz has 
been pul in charge of Labour 
chairman Shimon Peres' office and 
will be coordinating its operations 
during the election campaign, The 


Jerusalem Post has learned from 
reliable party sources. 

It is possible that this appoint- 
ment may lead to a similar cabinet 
appointment if Peres becomes 
premier, though this has not yet 
been finalized, the sources said. 


i 
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ISRAEL VIDEO MAGAZINE 

AN INDEPENDENT VIDEO MONTH LY...AN EXCITING, 

COLORFUL LOOK AT ISRAEL, BY ISRAELIS 
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In Jerusalem 

For tourists; fully furnished, ser- 
viced, two room apartments for 
short term rent. 

P.O.B. 13100. Tel- 02-631221 
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THE POLITICAL WEEK — ■ ' ■ ■ i ■ 

Shamir angered 
by Schmidt’s stand 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
and Agencies 

Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
charged on Friday that West 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt had “avoided and pushed 
aside responsibility for the wanton 
killing of six million of our people 

"There now appears a new 
morality in the chancellor's remarks 
towards those who would finish off 
the job started by the Germans,” 
Shamir said. 

Shamir was reacting to comments 
by Schmidt in Saudi Arabia, where 
the chancellor Reportedly said that 
Bonn has a moral commitment to 
the Palestinians, and is reviewing its 
policy not to sell arms to areas of 
tension. — 

A Foreign Ministry source said 
that the text of Schmidt's remarks 
would have to be ^studied before 
Israel decide.^ fin taking any 
diplomat inaction. 

Shoitiir expressed the hope that 
“there are enough people in West 
Germany who will not subscribe" to 
Schmidt's view. 

Diplomatic observers said this 
week that any Israeli diplomatic ac- 
tion would await further develop- 
ments in Bonn, where there is firm 
opposition in the Bundestag to 
Schmidt's shelved hopes to sell arms 
to Saudi Arabia. 

Jn Bonn. West German officials 
rejected Shamir's remarks as 
"regretful and possibly mistaken." 
govern ment sources said on Satur- 
day. 

The sources, who refused to be 
identified, said Schmidt has never 
referred to Israel as "an obstacle" 
to the development of relations 



Foreign Minister Shamir 

between West Germany and Arab 
nations as Shamir contended in his 
siatt'iivenr.' - — 

“Herr Schmidt has not criticized 
the position of the Israeli 
government," the West German 
government source said. 

The source said Shamir was pos- 
sibly referring to statements made 
on Thursday by Schmidt in a West 
German television interview after 
his visit to Saudi Arabia in which he 
called for the inclusion of the PLO 
in the Middle East peace process. 

The chancellor said viewing all 
factions of the PLO as terrorists 
would drive them into the arms of 
the Soviet Union. 

Schmidt said Palestinians have a 
right to self-determination and “for 
me this includes their right to 
organize themselves ns a stale." hut 
lhai Lite security uf Israel’s borders 
must be recognized. 

Schmidt's statement was in line 
with the European Council's posi- 
tion on the Middle East issued last 
June in Venice, the source said. 


Begin brings Meridor back 


By SARAH HONKj 
P ost Political Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Ya'acov Meridor's 
re-entry into Herat politics became 
official last week when he accepted 
Prime Minister Menahem Begin’s 
offer of a slot on the Herat list of 
candidates for the Tenth Knesset, as 
well as a cabinet post should the 
Likud form the next government. 

Meridor, who Iike_3c gin i s 6 8~ 
years old and who preceded him as 
commander of the pre- 
[h de pendence 1ZL underground. 
has been active in Herut politics in 
recent months, especially in the 
financial sphere. He dropped out of 
active politics in the 1950s and 
devoted his efforts to business, 
Herat is rife with rumour that the 
prime minister would like to groom 
Meridor as his successor should he 
fulfil his promise to retire at 70. 

Meridor has said that he would 
return to active politics if it does not 


a\ m 


Ya'acov Meridor 

leaders to convince himself that u 
consensus exists in Herut for his 
return to politics. 

Begin said last week that if he 
again forms a government he would 
tike Meridor in his cabinet in a 


*rause friction in Herut. He receQL*- — -spectaT capacity of inter-ministerial 
ly con ferred with a number of party coordinator of economic planning. 

Fatah: Jordan fired on unit headed for Israel 


KUWAIT (UP1). - A leading 
Palestinian terrorist group on 
Saturday accused the Jordanian army 
°l killing one of its men after in- 
tercepting a patrol on its way across 
the Jordanian border into Israel, the 
Kuwaiti news agency reported in a 
dispatch from Damascus. 

The agency, quoting a spokesman 
r °r Yasser Arafat's Fatah 
mainstream group in the Palestine ; 
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Liberation Organization, said "the 
Jordanian forces deliberately 
opened fire on one Qf our units on 
its way from Jordan to Israel and 
killed one of our fighters." 

The spokesman, who was not 
identified, said that the two sides 
were involved- in a shootout of 
several hours on ^Friday. The 
spokesman did not disclose the 
location of the reported incident. 
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A BEDUIN school principal from 
Galilee, the outgoing director of 
Hadassah Medical Centre in 
Jerusalem and the rabbi of Kiryat 
Shmona are among the 12 Israelis 
selected, according to the theme 
"educational achievements," for 
lighting beacons to open 
Independence Day. 

The committee organizing the 
33rd Independence Day celebra- 
tions decided that Israel’s ac- 
complishments in the field of educa- 
tion should be the motif of 
scheduled events, beginning with 
the opening ceremony on Mt. Herzl 
on Wednesday, May 6. 

The Government Information 
Centre has prepared two dozen, 
large glossy photographs depicting 
important events and institutions in 
the country's educational history. 
Schools around Israel have been en-J 
cou raged to hang them prominent- 
ly, and to add their own 
photographs relating to local 
educational achievements or those 
of the schools themselves. 

The information centre has also] 
published a special booklet ooi 
education in Israel in honour of this 
year's theme. 

THE DOZEN who were selected to 
light the beacons are: 

□ (Sergeant) Careen Blton. Born 
in Morocco 20 years ago, she came 
on aliya at the age of three. A 
member of Moshav Shetula on the 
Lebanese border, she is a teacher- 
soldier at the Israel Defence Forces 
school at Givat Olga. She comes 
from a family that took part in un- 
derground Zionist activities in 
Morocco. 

□ David Bcnvenisti. Born in 1897 
to a famous rabbinical family in 
Salonika, he came to Israel in 1913, 

. continued -his rabbinical Studies -in 
Jerusalem, but then transferred to 
the David Yellin Teachers' College. 
From 1926, Bcnvenisti worked as a 
teacherand later as principal of the 
Beil Hakerem school in the capital. 
He actively encouraged pupils to 
learn about the country, and helped 
found Yad Ben-Zvi. Today, as a 
pensioner, he does research on 
Salonikan Jews and is writing his 
memoirs. He was named a Worthy 
of Jerusalem in 1969. He is the 
father of Meron Benvenisti, former 
Jerusalem deputy-mayor. 

□ Rabbi Zephanla Drorl. Kiryat 
Shmona’s chief rabbi and head of 
the hesder yeshiva in that northern 
development town, he is 44 and was 
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Kalman Mann Naomi Tavorl Shosbana Sofer Zohar Komemi Annette Kidmon Dadd Bcnvenisti 



born in the Jezreel Volley to im- 
migrants from Lithuania. He helped 
found Yeshiva Kerem Be'Yavneh, 
the first hesder (army service and 
Tor a. study) yestyva. He is a leader 
of the Bnei Akiva fnovement and a 
lecturer on the thought of Rabbi 
Avraham Yilhzak Kook at Mossad 
Harav Kook. 

□ All Muhammad Harib. Father of 
five, he is principal of the Beduin 
school in BirAl-Maksur, a village in 
the Galilee. The 35-year-old 
educator studied in Kafr Yassirs 
high school after finishing elemen- 
tary school in his native village. He 
was the first well-educated Beduin 
in Bir Al-Maksur and was devoted 
to raising (he educational level of 
his neighbours. A graduate of the 
University of Haifa, Harib is this 
yeur completing his MA in ad- 
ministration and teachers' counsell- 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

ing. The school he heads is regarded' 
as being as modern and advanced as 
many schools in the Jewish sector. 

□ Prof. Kalman Mann. The outgo- 
ing director of Hadassah Medical 
Centre in Jerusalem, he was bom in 
Jerusalem in 1912. He studied 
medicine in England and became an 
expert on internal medicine and 
public health. Prof. Mann has since 
1951 been head of the Hadassah 
Medical Organization, whose 
facilities care for half a million 
patients. He has long been active in 
committees and commissions that 
prepare legislation in the field of 
health and drugs. 

□ Shoshana Sofer. Principal of 


the Kiryal Malachi school, she was 
horn in Iraq in 1947. As a child of 
three, she arrived at the Kostina 
transit camp, where she and her 
family livc<i for two yeurs. After 
nine years as uT'each’er, she was ap- 
pointed assistant principal of her 
school. Since 1979, she has been 
principal. 

□ Avraham Sltrl. A member of 
Kibbutz Hanita in the western 
Galilee, he was horn in .Bessarabia 
in 1918. He came on aliya in 1939 
after working in "illegal im- 
migration" from Rumania. He 
sturted his educational career as a 
•kindergarten teacher in the kibbutz, 
then ns principal of its elementary 
school. He founded the joint 
cducaliumil seminary of Kibbutz 
Rmmit Rahul and Beil Bcrl. In the 
Sixties, he was u World Zionist 
Organization emissary to North 


Africa, from where he helped smu*. 
gle young Jew? to Israel. 

□ Annette Kadmon. The 25-year, 
old mother of two lives In Ra'anana 
and works with disadvantaged 
youth. Born in Panama to a family 
in the textile industry, she studied In 
a Christian elementary school and a 
Jewish high school. She came on 
aliya in 1972. After completing a 
BA in psychology at Bar-Ilan 
University, she took a job in the 
youth department of the Herzliya 
municipality and devotes her time' 
to helping disadvantaged young 
people achieve their potential. 

□ Shlomo Kadosh. Bom in 
Lithuania almost 80 years ago and 
now living in Ashdod, he began 
teaching Hebrew to pioneers who 
were planning to go on aliya. As as 
immigrant himself in 1933, he 
developed Hebrew courses here 
and wrote texts used in ulpanlm. He 
opened the Haim Greenberg 
Teachers’ Seminary In Jerusalem in 
1954 and worked in administrative 
positions in the Education Ministry. 

He moved to Ashdod, where he 
continues to work in the field of 
Hebrew language. 

□ Zohar Komemi. A 19-year-old 
student at the technological yeshiva 

in Kfur Avraham, near P»(ah Tikva. . 
he was born 'o Yemenite parents ' 
and plans to study in theTeChnion. 

He now lives in Ramal Hasharon. 

□ Agnes Kolati. A physical educa- 
tion teacher al the Wingate Institute 
near Netanya. she was born in 
Hungary in i92I and was a member 
or the Jewish sports association in 
Budapest that was dosed down by 
the Nazis. She ran away from home 
with counterfeit documents and 
thus escaped the late of most of her 
close relatives -- death in 
Auschwitz. She took part in three 
Olympic. Games us u representative 
i»f Hungary, and won several gold 
ami silver medals. She came on 
nliya in 1*J57 :ind works with youth 
at Wingate 

r.i Naomi TAvori. A young English 
teacher al the school in Alon Shvut 
of Gush F.lzion, she was bom in 
New York to a mother who was 
horn in Safad. Naomi studied al 
Yeshiva University high school in 
New Y ork and was uclive in Bnei 
Akiva. She came an aliya in 1970, 
.settling in Pardcs Hanna. While she 
(aught at the locul elementary 
school, her husband was head ofthe 
Bnei Akiva yeshivn in the town- « tr 
parents hih! in-laws have no* cob* 
on aliya, loo. 


AFTER TEASING the political 
public with a month-long will-he- 
won’i-he-run act in March, Moshe 
Dayan is apparently doing it again. 

1‘ve been told that at a gathering 
last week. in the garden of his 
Zahala home, Dayan spoke to the 
faithful of a date three weeks in the 
future — and "afterwards we’ll 


see. 


If Dayan is really contemplating a 
drop-out act, that would leave 
cousin YLgael Hurvltz (the former 
finance minister) and’ loyal friend. 
Zalman Shoval — who broke up 
Rafi to join the Dayan bandwagon 
— out in the cold. 

One of the things that may have 
affected Dayan is his Telem move- 
ment’s steep decline in the polls, 
from a dazzling 19 seats at the apex 
a couple of months ago to a dismal 
four seats in the .latest public- 
opinion count. 

And then there's the fuss about 
Dayan's interview-f or- pay policy, to 
which the former defence and 
foreign minister replied In a letter to 
Hd’aretz last week, in the letter, 
Dayan said that he had "never in- 
sisted on cash before an interview...' 
My advance royalties. are not worth 
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Dayan having second thoughts? 


and Polgats 


$500,000, or even half that sum... 
For my lectures in the U.S., I do not 
get paid by Jewish sponsors. But for 
non-Jewish audiences I get $10,000 
a speech, with ■ one-third going to 
the agent and one-third deducted 
for U.S. taxes." 


A EUPHORIC mood prevailing 
in Begin's entourage has brought his 
chief of bureau, Yehiel Kadlshal, to 
take out bets on the election results. 
His forecast: Labour — 43; the 
Likud — 39; Dayan's Telem-5; the 
NRP — 10. 

As the mood in the Likud 
improves, the scramble over safe 

r s cools down. EHahu Ben-EUssar, 
former ambassador to Egypt, 
has not only been given a job at the' 


Likud election campaign HQ as 
Javid Levy's media counsellor; he’s 


David Levy' 
also been promised a “safe" spot on 
the list. 


THE EGYPTIAN Embassy in 
Rehov Basel has the busiest visa 
section in town, and it has now 


PUBLIC FACES/Mark Segal 



Chaim Potok... a world-wide premiere 


Halm Ben-Shahar — his signature 
on the controversial World Jewish 
Congress report on Israel's 
economic future, and his equivocal 
reply to a TV interviewer on the 
Palestinian issue ("I’ll study the 
matter"). 

The economics professor has also 
raised some eyebrows by retaining 
Omrl Patten, one of the founders of 
Peace Now as his spokesman. 

Citizens Right s Move ment leader 
Shulamlt Alonl told me a Tew days 
ago that Padan had failed to get a 
place on the CRM Knesset list. 


doubled the number of photographs 
it requires of visa applicants from 
two to four. Embassy Counsellor 
Ahmed Gomaa was heard to explain 
that the extra photos were for 
“the... embassy scrapbook." 


THE MANUFACTURERS As- 
sociation is in an uproar. Us anni 
general . meeting has, been' post- 
poned from Us statutory date, July 
14. Outgoing president Avraham 
(Buma) ShavU has denied that he in- 


tends to quit the El Al chairmanship 
to seek a third term, and Shavit’s 


THE PERES publicity people may 
also have to contend with two ac- 
tions of shadow finance minister 
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Mushcvlcs of Elite, 
lsrni-1 Poliak. . 

PART OF Israel’s 33fJ 

Independence Day celebrations w 
he l he simultaneous wor '“’ w ;JL 
premiere on May 11 ^ n . 1 j 
cinemas of the film ver %°° g 
Chaim Potok’s novel The Cw 
slurring Maximilian Schell and n 
Steiger, thanks lo the munlficeKJ 
of tycoons Haim Behtst eh* 
Meshulam Riklls. All proceeds vjl 
lo Israeli educational institution* 
The Dutch event has been accordco 
the patronage of Queen BeatrUajJ 
other members of the royal ^jj.' 

In Tel Aviv, a committg'. 
younger W1ZO 

Mrs. Tamar Chortev™ 8 Bil 
the 

id LLSrttmbassddor s,raUB v fh . 
..Ssagreed to be the patron 
1S500 per ticket event. 


deputy, Dov Lautman, has an- 
nounced he is not a candidate. 
Among those who may stand for the 
post are past president Marc 


THE FASHION house d* 
Laurent may be a stickler . w 
ing the Arab boycott of 1^,!^. 
please its wealthy Arab ^ d* 
Its directrlce, B * r0lw " on f t heIesi 
Ludlnghauser, has no t ^ 

resolved to come here no . 

pilgrimage to the Holy 
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A view of Alton Shvut 


GUSH ETZION is not Gush 

Emunim. The bloc of settlements 
midway between Jerusalem and 
Hebron has always regarded itself 


Zipora Billig In her garden. 


as very different from the other, 
much new** -Jewish settlements 
whichhavg' sprung up on Judean 
apd "Samarian hillsides in recent 
years. 

And indeed, the story of the 
rebirth of Gush Etzion is a much 
more modern one than that of the 
return to Eilon Moreh, Shiloh or 
Beit-EI. 

But many Etzion Bloc settlers 
think that the policy of the Likud 
government, prodded by Gush 
Emunim, has succeeded in blurring 
the distinction between their area 
and other West Bank settlements, 
thus diminishing popular support. 
So one of ihu main purposes of u 
mass celebration and the final of a 
nationwide Gush Etzion school quiz 
being held on Sunday was to remind 
the Israeli public of the story ofthe 
bloc in a joint commemoration or its 
destruction at the beginning of the 
War of Independence and its 
resurrection after the Six Day War. 

THE LOCATION of the Gush Et- 
zion, midway between Jerusalem 
and Hebron at a height of over 950 
metres above sea level, does not 
have much to recommend it. The 
hill "'is windswept and subject to fre- 
quent snowstorms in the winter. 
The land h barren and rocky, and 
far from any fresh-water springs. 
Arab settlements encircle the area 


Rebuilding 


Kter Etzion. 

One of the four female members 
of the 27-strong group was 19-year- 
old Zipora Billig. She and her hus- 
band were the only ones from the 
original group to return to Gush Et- 
zion when resettlement was begun 
Sepiembcr 1967. Today she lives in 
the bloc's biggest settlement at Al- 
ton Shvut. 

"The four of us were all single 
and we were sent from the labour 
camp in Kfar Pines to work in the 
kitchens," she said. Two years after 
their arrival she married in what was 
the kibbutz's second wedding. 

"I he Arabs living in the sur- 
rounding villages came to my wed- 
ding." she said. "In those days we 
used to go down to their villages and 
drink coffee with them and they 
would come and visit us. No one 
ever carried arms. There was no 
tension. But even though we had 
good relations with them, we never 
employed Arabs: we did all the 
building by ourselves. Today the 
Arabs build all our houses, but we 
don't have any social relations with 
them." 

At first the settlers lived in tents 
but, spurred cm by the bitterly cold 
winters, they soon began building 
permanent structures which they 
lived in for hair the year and rented 
to holiday-makers during the sum- 
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and the road to Jerusalem is a slow mer _monlh«r-Thr'buildinas were 

tortuous --' v almost entirely destroyed by the 

But in this century, during the 21 Jordanian Arab Legion after Gush 


years before the foundation of the 
jU Ue, Jews settled and re-settled in 
Gush Etzion three times. And three 
times they were forced to leave by 
the hostile Arab population sur- 
rounding them. 

The first settlement attempt, 
made in 1927, was aborted two 
years later with the massacre and 
destruction of the Jewish com- 
munity in Hebron. The second at- 
tempt was initiated by a Rchovot 
citrus gtawer, Shmuel Holtzman, 
whose name, "Wood man" .Jit- 
English- or "Etzion" in Hebrew, the 
settlement adopted. But the attempt 
met an even swifter end after little 
more than a year. The 40 settlers 
evacuated the site at the beginning 
of 1937 under the pressure of Arhb 
sniping and vandalism! 

Six years later, after a com- 
plicated transaction to circumvent 
the White Paper prohibition of land 
sales jn the area to Jews, an 
Orthodox Hapoel Hamizrahl 
nucleus, orgaryzed in ' Poland nine 
years earlier, took over the land of 
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Etzion fell on the day Before the 
_State was decl ared. 

TWO MORE Orthodox kibbutzim 
and one kibbutz of Hashomer Hat- 
zair were set up between 1945 and 
1947, and by the summer of that 
year the Jewish population had 
reached 450. With only one van, 
mules arid their bare hands, the in- 
habitants managed to plant 
orchards ahd run cowsheds and 
w orksh ops. The -trees' were also ap- 
''proved by ihe Jordanians. 

Zipora Billig, her daughter and 
the other women and children in the 
bloc were evacuated to a French 
monastery in Jerusalem in' 
December 1947, when as a response 1 
to the UN partition decision Arab 
irregulars began attacking the kib- 
butz and the convoys bridging sup- 
plies from Jerusalem. She also had 
to look aftbr a baby girl whose 
parents remained In Gush Etzion 
and were killed in the final battle. 

From then until the fall ofthe Et- 
zion Bloc to the Arab Legion, on 


The Post’s Aryeh Wolman 
visits Gush Etzion, which 
is this week marking its 
destruction and rebirth. 


the day before the founding of the 
stole. 245 fighters lost their lives 
either defending the settlements or 
bringing supplies to them. Of these, 
150 died in the final assault on the 
bloc including many who were 
blown up hv a hand grenade ihrnwn 
b) a ■. ilUgur oiler they hod already 
surrendered to the Jordanian 
forces. 

After the Six Day War, Zipora 
and her husband, who had acted as 
a purchaser for the settlements and 
escorted the convoys from 
Jerusalem, went to live in Petah 
Tikva and later in Jaffa in the same 
neighbourhood as the other sur- 
vivors from the Etzion Bloc — 60 
mothers, 70 children and only 10 
fathers. 

"We all wanted to return to Gush 
Etzion and we all expected to 
return. So we waited and waited." 
she said. Some of them moved to 
other religious kibbutzim, such as 
Yavne, others set up new kibbutzim 
named after the four settlements in 
the bloc: Nir Etzion south of Haifa, 
Ein Zurim, near Ashkelon, Messuot 
Yitzhak and Revadim. 

Others, like the Billlg's, remained 
in Jaffa, "We could not see any 
other place as a substitute for Gush 
Etzion,” said Zipora. "We were so 
certain we would return that we 
refused lo buy a house until May 
1967, just a few weeks before the 
war. By then, after 19 years, we had 
a slight feeling of despair ahd we 
bought a house in Givatavim. 

Three-and-a-half months after 
the Six Day War a Nahal group of 
Hapoel Hamizrahl and Bnei Akiva 


youths. Including many children of as terrorists " ' 


side of the Jerusalem- Hebron road, 
and Elazar. 

TODAY, MANY of the settlers feel 
that their public image has been 
eroded over the last four years. Said 
Alan Afck, of Rosh Tzurim, who 
immigrated from England in the 
60s: 

"Before 1948 everyone from 
Hashomer Hatzair to Herul in- 
tended Gush Etzion to be part of 
Israel. And this feeling persisted 
after 1967. But since the Likud 
came to power, it has put Gush Et- 
/ ' r, n in the same category as the 
other settlements^ it has buili m 
Judea and Samaria. So people who 
oppose those settlements now also 
'end to oppose us." 

Zipora Billig said: "I believe that 
the difference between ourselves 
and the other settlements should be 
clear to everyone. But it shouldn't 
worry us that people are forgetting 
the distinction. We have a very 
strong belief in ourselves.” 

B ut many of the settlers who have 
no connection with pre-1948 Gush 
Etzion do not believe that it is any 
different from its neighbours. 
Leonard Rosenfeld, of Alton Shvut, 
who was formerly director of the 
Board of Jewish Education in New 
York and chairman of the education 
department at New York’s Yeshiva 
University, Teels such a distinction 
is dangerous. 

“If you distinguish between this 
area and the rest of Judea and 
Samaria, you can distinguish 
between Galilee and the rest of 
Israel, or between Jaffa and Tel 
Aviv. This is our land as much as 
any other area, and there is nothing 
special about Gush Etzion." 

He does, however, regret the lack 
of contact between the Jewish set- : 
tiers and their Arab neighbours. " At 
the moment, we have no relations 
with the Arabs. They look upon us 
as usurpers and we look upon them 


the 1948 defenders, returned to the 
Jordanian army camp, which was all 
that remained on the. site of Gush 
Etzion. The first settlement to' be 
renewed was the original Kfar Et- 
zion, followed in July 1969 by a se- 
cond kibbutz, Rosh Tzurim, also on 
the site of it; predecessor. A new 
religious communal settlement, Al- 
ton Shvut, where 820 people now 
live, .was set Up the following year. 

Two further settlements were es- 


Rosenfeld also regrets the lack of 
employment opportunities for Jews 
in Alton Shvut. "The' settlement has 


become a bedroom community just 
like a UJS. suburb. ‘People leave 
every 1 morning to wotIc In Jerusaleni 

nr Tfll iulil * l 


(Photos by Richard Nowiiz) 

Yamil will be a precedent. Until 
now we have always shown the 
Arabs wc arc here to stay and we 
will not give up anywhere easily, as 
we showed them in Gush Etzion. 
But Camp David suggests that Jews 
can act differently." 

He defined the settlers* 
relationship with the Arabs as "cor- 
rect." 

"But we don’t seek friendship 
with them," he said. "We know that 
nil the Arabs over the age of 50 
joined in the massacre of the Jews 
here in 1948 and looted the set- 
tlement." 

Former Priosner of Zion Yosef 
Mendelevich, who came lo live wiih 
his family in Alton Shvut im- 
mediately following his release tram 
’he S"Vki L imm .t Ic* m-jii’.tw ign 
views the significance of Gush Et- 
zion and the surrounding area. »n a 
more mystical way. 

"The Judean hills are the heart of 
the land God gave us and the holiest 
part of it," he said, "i read a lot 
about the area when I was in cap- 
tivity and 1 always wanted to live 
here. It is a much more important 
place for a Jew to live than Tel Aviv 
or Haifa." 
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cond kibbutz, Rosh Tzurim, also on or Tel Aviv." . 
the site of it; predecessor. A new Gush' Elzlon’i public relations oF- 
religious communal settlement, AI-. fleer, Yeshlyshu Yehiell adopts a 
ton Shvut, where 820 people now more militant attitude. 1 • 

Iive, .was set Up the following year. "I put Oush Etzion In the same 
. u-? ] 1 , settlements were es- basket not only as the other West 
lablished later on the fringes of the Bank settlements but alqo as Vomit 
bloc; Migdal Oz, on the opposite' and the other settle mdnlsin Sinai, 
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EARLY IN July 1948 I me! Asher 
Levitsky, at the time Israel's liaison 
man with the United Nations in 
Jerusalem, at the Caf6 Salvia. That 
day Asher was a worried, not to say 
a distraught, man. He told me in 
strictest confidence that he had just 
received news that the Hagana had 
executed one of their own as a spy 
for the Arab Legion, whose artillery 
had been silenced by the truce then 
prevailing. 

“So what's wrong with that?" 1 
asked, a newcomer to the recently 
founded State. 

“Ifhe was guilty, it is terrible that 
a Jew, and a member of the Hagana 
at that, should be capable of such a 
thing," he said. “And if he was not 
guilty, we have shot an innocent 
man, which is worse." 

1 tried to cheer him up; "These 
things do happen in wartime... no 
smoke without fire... not to worry." 

As 1 said, l was a newcomer to 
Israel. 

ON JULY I, 1949, David Ben- 
Gurion took up his pen with a heavy 
heart and wrote a letter to Mrs. 
Lena Tubiansky, in which he in- 
formed her that her husband Mcir, 
an officer in the Hagana, who had 
been shot as a spy on June 30 1948, 
had been the victim of a miscarriage 
of justice. He promised that a high- 
ranking army officer would visit the 
school that Yaacov, Tubiansky's 
son, attended, to explain the 
tragedy to the pupils. He advised 
her that those responsible would be 
prosecuted. 

On July 5 Deputy Speaker Dr. 
Nahum Nir opened the Knesset ses- 
sion with a statement disclosing the 
tragedy to a stunned house. The fol- 
lowing day Tubiansky's remains 
were disinterred from his unmarked 
grnw#-_at - Ra il. Jiz, where he had. 
faced the firing squad, and reburied 
in the Sheikh Bader cemetery with 
full military honours. 

The Palestine Post editorialized; 
“The prime minister has once again 
shown himself capable of rising 
without hesitation to the needs of 
the occasion. ".‘turres temps, autres 
moeurs. 

TO EXPLAIN the circumstances 
which led to the death of 
Tubiansky, one must be aware or 
the tensions, not to say the hysteria, 
of the period. The Jewish Quarter of 
the Old City had been lost on May 
28. There was little water, fuel and 
electricity. Food was rationed at 
near starvation levels. This situation 
was only somewhat ameliorated 
during the first truce period from 
June II to July 9. To prevent a 
stampede to the coastal region, 
strict orders were issued under 
which no one could leave 
Jerusalem, except on the highest 
authority. 

As I said, electricity was in short 
supply; districts were cut off on a 
strict rota basis, and some evenings 
the candle-lit lobby of the King 
David Hotel was mysteriously 
beautiful, like a set for A Thousand 
and One Nights. 

Although agents were purchasing 
whatever arms and ammunition 
they could get-, the three sections of 
our military effort, the Hagana, 
IZL and Lehi, had their own small 
workshops turning out crude but 
serviceable weapons. These fac- 
tions, continually at loggerheads, all 
agreed that there should be an un- 
internipeted supply of electricity to 
these workshops. 

' The Jerusalem Electric Corpora- 
tion was a British undertaking, run 
by British managers. Whereas the 
servants of the Mandatory power 
tried their best to undermine the 
newly created Slate of Israel, 
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Michael Bryant, the acting manager 
of the JEC, was an exception. He 
was an intellectual with socialist 
leanings nnd had over the years 
made many friends in Jewish 
Jerusalem. 

Electricity being a crucial com- 
modity in the beleaguered city, the 
Hagana had recruited senior Jewish 
company employees to its ranks, 
and it therefore had a solid foothold 
in the JEC. The three top ones were 
Alexander Singer, Meir Tubiansky 
and Eliezer Cohen. Even before the 
outbreak of hostilities, a list of 
priority customers had been drawn 
up. (This list lies at the heart of the 
Tubiansky tragedy.) Apart from 
munitions workshops and army, in- 
stallations, it included hospitals, 
bakeries, doctors' surgeries — 33 in 
all, out of some 20,000 consumers. 

On May 7 the British Army made 
its last fuel delivery, in barrels, to 
Jerusalem. Bryant “liberated" 
another 70 tons from the Shell 
depot on May 12. On May 14 the 
British pulled out, leaving the JEC 
to fend for itself as best it could. In 
the subsequent fighting the power 
lines suffered much damage, and 
the company repaired them 
wherever possible. From a long 
report Bryant wrote to his chairman 
in London, there is no doubt where 
his sympathies lay. Bryant, after 


consultation with Dov Joseph, 
governor of Jerusalem, arranged to 
have emergency lines laid to 
priority customers, who were to 
receive a round-the-clock supply. 
Ordinary clients had three hours' 
electricity in the morning and in the 
evening on a rota system — if fuel 
was available. As oil slocks fell, the 
list was constantly reviewed. 
Because of the siege conditions, the 
company was desperately short of 
money. The meter-readers and col- 
lection staff, mainly Arabs and 
Armenians, were holed up in the 
Old City for the duration. 

ON JUNE 16, Bryant wanted to see 
the list, which was kept in 
Tubiansky's drawer. He wanted to 
find a way to improve his cash flow. 
In front of some six employees he 
approached Tubiansky, who 
opened his drawer and handed him 
the list, in full view of Cohen who 
reported the matter to Hagana 
Intelligence. 

Both Singer and Cohen had a 
grudge against Tubiansky, who, as a 
major in the Royal Engineers in 
World War II, had served under Lt. 
Col. Gresham, later appointed 
general manager of the JEC. 
Gresham had brought tubiansky 
into the company over the heads of 
others and at a higher salary. Many 


Palestinian Jews hud joined the 
British forces lor the duul purpose 
of defeating Hitler and, at the same 
time, gaining military experience 
which the Jewish authorities felt 
might he needed one day. 

T ubiansky was very much impres- 
sed by his officer slulus in the 
British army and adopted the man- 
nerisms and life-style of his col- 
leagues. Accent, swaggerslick and 
"superior" deportment may well 
have grated on his Jewish col- 
leagues in the JEC. There were 
many like him around town: people 
would say: “He looks so Yiddish 
and sounds so Briddish." 

Life somehow went on in 
Jerusalem. Since May 16 the Jorda- 
nians and Iraqis had been shelling 
the western part of the-oity-with 25- 
pounders and French '75s. The fact 
that the shelling was random con- 
tributed to the uncertainty of life. In 
lime, most houses were hit. The in- 


took it to Yigal Allon and Dr. 
Avrahnm Gorali, the army’s judge 
advocate. Both advised caution, but 
authorized a Held court martial. 
Be'eri, together with the Jerusalem 
intelligence chief, Benjamin Gibli, 
lost no time in having Tubiansky) 
who was in Tel Aviv to buy provi- 
sions, arrested and brought to Beit 
Jiz, an ubandoned Arab village in 
the Jerusalem Corridor. When 
Be'eri could not find local officers, 
he appointed two of his own men) 
David Karon and Avraham Kidron) 
as well as Gibli and himself, for the 
court martial, in which he acted as 
prosecutor and judge. 

No. legal defence was provided. 
U was Gibli who did most of the 
talking. He confronted Tubiansky 
with the list and asked him if he had 
handed over a similar list to 
Michael Bryant. Tubiansky admit- 
ted he hud. And did Tubiansky 
know that Bryant had handed the 
list over to (he Jordanians, thus 
enabling them to direct their fire to 
those 35-odd most important targets? 

ACCORDING to Be'eri, Tubiansky 
broke down and pulled at his 
hair in remorse. No minutes of the 
proceedings were kept. After t 
short conference in the open field, 
the kangaruu court declared 
Tubiansky guilty and condemned 
him to death by firing squad. Gibli 
then ordered Sgt. Major Josef 
Chuskcvicz to organize such s 
squad : two men refused to lake part 
and were replaced. Tubiansky's last 
request, to write a note to his fami- 
ly, was relused. l ie died, his hands 
untied and without :t blindfold. The 
whole pmeedme had taken less 
than two hours. In a hastily eon- 
li ic led report to his superiors, 
Ife'cri wrote that 1 ubiansky had 
"confessed before his execution." 

Itm i he ve iv in- \i day he, Be'eri, 
went to sec his good friend David 
Iten-t iurion. the prime minister and 
del cncc minister, anil confessed to 
having second tin nights about the 
validity of the trial and the justice of 
the .‘.cute nee. B-G hud other worrits 
mi his mind that day; hut when Mrs 
1 ubiansky wrote to hint demanding 
an enquiry, he set the wheels of 
justice in motion. 

When the IZL heard the story, 
they assumed that if Tubiansky had 
been guilty, then Bryant must haw 
been too, since he had pussed oniw 
list. Also guilty, by association. 
held, were the four BritiWi techni- 
cians. They arrested all fiveoflMlJ; 
later handing them over the to 
Hagana after begin promised 
they would be tried. The five J ai ‘ 
Britishers did not do Israel's reput* 
tion much good (in those day* 
were worried about such thingsj- 

Their trial opened on July «■ 
The investigation had been earn 
out by Bob Lustig, who 
worked Tor the British CID but Wj 
now in the Israel CID. He w« 
solid professional and in his i » 
ment lo the court obierveh « 
"the accurate artillery fire &S , 
specific targets." if it had occurs 
at all, could never have been 
on the list handed to Bryant, 

the shelling took place befM J 
beginning of the truce < on J^> ^ 
and the list had beenha 1 ^ ^ 

(h. I Ath This _ 


on the 16th. This 
no case toju»*e 




time, most houses were hit. The in- no cascio^B»» • u 0 fstelltf» 
habitants felt that the shells were Ephra w tike 

being directed at them personally;' ? “ or iority building. 

Spies were said to be flashing signals photos of P r or i iy 

to the enemy, mysterious radio mes- damaged by s i ■ tin* 

sages were said to have been heard. 10 pictures, H condition 

Fuelled by rumour, the tension they were m n * ru »al®nii wj. 
mounted and the spy scare spread, than most houses in J«us ^ 

it was in this climate that Cohen's returned \o ' T* _ f Jeru8a lef 
accusation against Tubiansky, on Shaltiel, com . ooinion ti* at 
June 24. 1948, reached Isser Be'eri, also exp 
chier of Hagana Intelligence, who firing was wild an 1 
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Isser Be'eri: \l Had Jaith in the evidence and documents at my disposal.' 


Thus Bryant's acquittal set the 
seal on TubJnnsky’s innocence and 
Be'eri's guilt. 

THE BE'ERI TRIAL for 
manslaughter showed up the il- 
legibly of the Beit Jiz "court," its 
outrageous procedures, its devia- 
tion from protocol, its errors of 
judgement, ns well us (he vindic- 
tiveness nnd gross incompetence of 
(he participants. 

The list “with Tubiansky's 
handwritten notes,” as Be'eri 
claimed, h.i-i <.oir.cn if ull\ .tuO 
mysteriously vanished. Among the 
witnesses called were Yigal Allon, 
Yigacl Yudin, General Yaacov Dori 
(the chief of staff), David Shaltiel, 
and N eh c min Argov(B-G's aide -de- 
camp). Israel Galili held a watching 
brief. Yaacov Shimshon Shapira 
acted as prosecutor. Yaacov 
Solomon, for the defence, wisely 
did not call witnesses. Dr. Gorali, 
the army judge advocate, after in- 
forming the court that under the 
Hagana code no heavier sentence 
than three years in prison was 
Provided for, tried to justify the ex- 
ecution: "In great historical mo- 
ments many things are done which 
the law forbids.” 

The crux of this judicial error is 
buried in the lengthy court 
proceedings. Whenjlitp, 
asked David Karon, "If I tell you 
now that the list was given to Bryant 
after the shelling, would you then 
say It was proper lo comront 
Tubiansky with such a list, saying it 
was the cause of the shelling?", 
Karon replied: "No, not proper." 

At last the truth was out. 

One aspect of the tragedy was 
that Tubiansky, under extreme 
stress, did not spot the discrepancy 
in dates. The defence made much of 
the siege mentality In Jerusalem. 
While not denying the prevailing 
tension, I believe that the partici- 
pants, all trained army men ofhigh 
rank and mostly active outside 
Jerusalem, were not thus affected. 

Be'eri was found guilty and 
sentenced to a symbolic onfc-day jail 
term and immediately pardoned by 
the president. 

lhe documents in my possess- 
ion highlight another human 
tragedy. They reveal the warm at- 
tachment Michael Bryant had for 
Jews in general and Jerusalem in 
particular. For years Bryant tried to 
return to Jerusalem, where he had 
many friends. When he visited 


Isrucl briefly in 1959, these friends 
gave him n warm welcome. But his 
life's dream to settle and work 
among us, could never be realized. 

He died by his own hand. 

TUBIANSKY was not the only vic- 
tim of Be'eri's lethal hruml ol 
paranoia masquerading ns patriotic 
/enl. He developed a hatred fur 
Abba Khousliy, Haifa’s Mapai 
labour boss who became mayor of 
the citv. 

On May 14, 1948. Be'eri. a 

l it- i -if Mirint H r ,-... ! , ii 
rested Jules Amstcr, Khou shy's 
trusted "contact" with both the 
British and the Arabs in downtown 
Haifa. Amstcr was an underworld 
character who owned a 14-car taxi 
company near the port, which was 
then, as it is now. debased. 

But whatever else he was, 
Amstcr was also a loyal citizen, a 
member of the Hagana and a 
faithful disciple of his boss. 
However. Be’eri wanted to extract 
incriminating information Tram him 
against Khoushy. 

Michael Bar-Zohar, in his infor- 
mative Isser Harel and Israel's 
Security Services, relates' how for 76 
days Amster was kept in a camp 
near Herzliya on Be'eri’s orders. He 
was beaten. Jniect ed with “truth- 
some teeth pulled out, 
was given the water-drip treatemt 
treatment and had the soles of his 
feet burned so as to leave perma- 
•ncn n ears: Amster, much to Be'eri's 
disappointment, was then set free, 
broken in body and spirit’. In Oc- 
tober 1964 he was paid 1L30.000 
“for his troubles" by the Defence 
Ministry, and his name cleared. 

WHEN THE Amster route failed, 
iBe'eri concocted another play. With 
the capture of the Haifa Main Post 
Office copies of cables sent by the 
-British CID to its various branches 
fell into his hands. Bar-Zohar 
describes how in great secrecy he 
went to one ^Avraham," the 
Hagana’s top document forger, in- 
structing him to fake two cables, 
predated by two years, which would 
prove that Abba Khoushy had com- 
mitted treason on behalf of the 
British Secret Servico. In one of 
them he, Khoushy, tipped off the 
British on a planned Palmah opera- 
tion code-named "Police Boats." 

In July 1948 "Avraham" confes- 
sed his complicity to his chief, Isser 
Harel. It was then that Harel 
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remembered an earlier request by 
Be'eri to have Khoushy investigated 
for treason. He placed the matter in 
the hands of Shaul Avigur, onetime 
head of Aliya Bet and then Ben- 
Gurion’s prindpl military assistant. 

| Early in August, Be'eri took the 
two cables to Ben-Qurion as proof 
of Khoushy’s treason and 
demanded his immediate arrest. 

THAT SAME month the bullet- 
riddled 'body of Ali Kossem was 
found near Mount Carmel. Ali Kas- 
sem was a young, rich Arab who 
worked as a double agent for the 
Hagana. When (he Arabs put a 
price on his head, the Hagana look 
him under their official protection. 

But he was killed by Be'eri "on 
the assumption that he wits u 
traitor." The Hagana command was 
furious. (Isser Harel referred to this 
episode as "Murder for murder's 
sake.") it was then that Ben- 
Gurion, Be’eri’s friend, called a 
hall. He suspended Be'eri from 
military duties and hunded (lie mat- 
ter to Dr. Pi nh us Rosen, the 
minister of justice, who decided to 
try Be'eri for murder (eventually 
reduced to manslaughter) before an 
army tribunal of three colonels. 

Be'eri, who chose to defend 
himself, submitted that, as head of 
the Secret Service (Shall, lie could 
not be judged by normally "accep- 
table criteria." Bui Israel was 
it niggling, even in those early 
eh not it days, to become and remain 
a democratic stale, and Be'eri was 
round guilty. 

In January 1940 Avigur gave Ben- 
Ciiirimi his findings on the Khoushy 
frame-up. The cables were proved 
to have heen lon-ed mi the instruc- 
tions ol Be'eri. who as a result was 
demoted to private and hoofed mu 

- -f tii . t ... 

Harel later summed up Be'eri’s 
methodology io Bar Zohar; "...he 
first drew contusions which he then 
tried to match to the evidence. If 
this was impossible, he simply 
fabricated the necessary documen- 
tation." 

SHORTLY BEFORE his death in 
January 1958, Isser Be'eri is 
reported to have told his son. 
"Whatever the facts, I did nothing 
because of personal motives but 
only because I had faith in the docu- 
ments and evidence at my disposal. 

I acted out of loyalty to the State of 
Israel and to the Intelligence Ser- 
vice to which 1 dedicated my life." 

■It is now clear that Be'eri acted 
only out of persona] motives and 
that the "evidence" was mainly of 
his own fabrication. 

IN THE SPRING Of 1950, as chief 
pilot of Chim Avir, 1 was busy 
eradicating malaria from an 
improvised landing strip in the Kur- 
dani Swamps north of Haifa. The 
land belonged to the Na’aman 
Brick Works. As the factory was 
excavating the earth, we had to 
move the airstrip from time to time. 
The engineer directing the reloca- 
tions was Isser Be'eri, a silent in- 
trovert, very helpful and friendly in 
a self-effecting way. 

One morning, after some light 
conversation I mustered up my 
courage and said: 'Tell Me, Mr. 
Be'eri, do you still believe 
Tubiansky was guilty?" 

His expression changed instantly 
as he shot out, You attend to your 
flying and I'll look after my busi- 
ness." He turned around and 
-walked away. I never saw him 
again. 

In June 1931 Captain Meir 
Tubiansky came to his final rest at 
the Mount Herzl Military 
Cemetery. □ 
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THE WORD nosher has unpleasant 
connotations in Hebrew. So does its 
English equivalent, dropout. Bui 
the Russian term Tor a Soviet Jew 
who does not come to Israel, 
pryamtk, has much more positive 
implications. It simply means 
"straight,'' direct to America 
without a Middle East detour. 

"America is the final aim for 
everybody, but some are going via 
Israel. We are going directly to 
America." That is what fellow 
emigrants told Leon, a 2 1 -year-old 
poet from Moscow, on their depar- 
ture from the Soviet Union a couple 
of months ago. 

Leon was one of the new surge of 
exiles who came out or the Soviet 
Union recently, on an unpredic- 
table whim of the Soviet govern- 
ment. 



Exiles in America 

'If a Jew is unhappy in Israel or in France, he can go to America. 

But America is the end of the road. You must be happy— or go back 
to Russia.' That is what one Soviet Jewish emigrant told ISRAEL 
SHAMIR, in a series of conversations on the dropout phenomenon. 


"For over half a year, hardly 
anyone got permission to 
emigrate," says Leon. "Then one 
day I got a notice to get my exit visa. 

I had to stand in a queue for three 
days and three nights. There were 
many, many people leaving. 

"Standing in line, wp got talking. 
The main subject, of course, was 
our final' destination. Almost 
everyone talked about going to the 
U.S., to Australia, to Canada. When 
I told them lhat 1 planned to go to 
Israel, they stopped talking to me. I 
was an odd man out, a madman, 
maybe even a provocateur." 

. — On the -day Leon left Moscow, 
three planes flew to Vienna. "The 
first had 40 Jews, two of whom 
planned to go to Israel. The second, 
with 60 Jews, had none. I came 
on the third. 

"When we arrived in Austria, the 
America-bound emigrants were 
given some pocket money by HIAS 
(the U.S. Hebrew Immigrant Aid 
Association] and went off 
sightseeing before being sent on to 
Rome. We were locked up — for 
security reasons, we were told — 
and didn't have a chance to see 
anything. A few days later, a small 
group of us — about a dozen — 
were put on a plane for Lod. The 
rest dropped out." 

PRACTICALLY EVERYONE you 
talk to has a different theory about 
neshira, which has become as much 
of a mass phenomenon in 1981 as 
aliya from the Soviet Union was a 
decade earlier. The statistics are 
overwhelming — only about a 
dozen out of every 100 Russian 
emigres reach Israel. 

One explanation comes from Dr. 
Mikhail Agursky. of the Hebrew 
University, who thinks that the 
decisive factor is sheer quantity. 
"Jews are naturally attracted by 
other Jews, so they tend to go to the 
largest single mass. Some have 
relatives in. America. Some just 
hope lhat they will get help from the 
community." 

Some people even say that the 
Russians encourage emigration to 
America, though they are at a loss 
to explain how, since the Russians 
do not consider family-reunion re- 
quests from the U.S.phly Israeli re- 
quests qualify. 

Many rtoshrim seek io circumvent 
the restriction by demanding that 
Israeli authorities send false family- 
reunion papers fo the Soviet Union. 
But Israel has so far steadfastly 
refused to do this, since such papers 
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would have to state, untruthfully, 
that the nosher is an Israeli citizen. 

The dropouts' standard reply to 
this refusal is a bitter one: "If Israel 
really believes its argument that the 
Soviet Jewish community is in real 
danger, it should do anything — 
anything — to get those people 
out.” 

They even cite the Russian rule as 
a way of “helping" Israel, which in 
their minds makes Israel a 
collaborator with the haled Soviet 
authorities. And that also promotes 
neshlra. 

Take the case of a professor who 
left the Soviet Union three years 
ago, and now teaches in an Ivy 
League university in the U.S. His 
children and grandchildren are still 
in Leningrad; he has not been able 
to get them out. 

The professor came to Israel 
recently for a short visit, in an at- 
tempt to obtain a family-reunion re- 
quest. He could get one ir he ac- 
quired Israeli citizenship. He could 
do it almost immediately if he ap- 
plied fqr it. But he won’t do so. 

Why? Because you can't get an 
American passport in less than five 
years, and in any case, accepting 
Israeli citizenship would diminish 
his chances of ever getting one, and 
of keeping his ivy League job. 

After endless and fruitless 
negotiations, the professor leaves 
for Boston. His children stay in 
Leningrad. All are embittered; all 
blame the intransigent Israelis. 

WHAT CHANGED between 1971 
and 1981 to reverse the trend of 



“More than that, the fate of 
Russia was not decided in Italy, but 
the fate of Israel will be decided in 
America. As a writer and a thinker, 
I am more useful to Israel if I live in 
America. 

“What is alt this nonsense about 
Israeli soil? My ancestors were 
honourable rabbis without ever 
stepping on Israeli soil." 

MANY RUSSIANS in Israel agree 
with writer Yuri Miloslavsky, who 
has been here since 1973, that 
neshlra is the result of feedback. Im- 
migrants who came here and were 
not well received wrote about it to 
their friends, their families. Even- 



Russian emigration? Mikhail 
Agursky offers an explanation: 
nationalist feelings among the Jews 
in the Soviet Union diminished, 
material considerations grew in im- 
portance, and the fear of war in- 
creased. 

The Yom Kippur War, he says, 
turned things around. No longer 
was Israel the strong and almost in- 
vincible victor of the Six Day War; 
families with children nearing draft 
age began to want to go to America. 
(“How often do Israelis come home 
from the army?" is a question fre- 
quently asked of aliya activists in 
the Soviet Union.) But few 
emigrants will admit that this is the 
reason. 

To preserve their honour, the 
emigrants oiTer other justifications. 
One was put forward by Lev 
Navrozov, a well-known writer. 

In “How I Became a Nosher," a 
tongue-in-cheek article widely cir- 
culated in Russian and English in 
both the U.S. and Israel, Navrozov 
wrote: 

“I want to be an Ishaeli citizen. 
But ! wanl to live in the U.S. Gogol, 
the great Russian writer, lived in 
Italy; why can't an Israeli live in 
America? 


tually these negative reports from 
Israel changed the trend of the early 
Seventies. 

But Miloslavsky does not blame 
the absorption system. “It is not 
worse than any other system ■ in 
Israel," he says. "Life in Israel is 
difficult for Israelis; that is why 
other Jews do not want to join 
them." 

Listening to Miloslavsky, one 
cannot help recalling the old joke 
attributed to an official of the 
Jewish Agency. He says: “Israelis 
would like the opportunity the Rus- 
sians have to settle in America. In 
that case, half the country would 
emigrate. So deep down, the reason 
that Israelis are so upset about 
neshlra is that they'd like to change 
places with the Russians." 

Miloslavsky sees an interesting 
parallel between Israel and the 
USSR. 

“The same kind of people who 
succeed in the Soviet Union make it 
in the Russian sector of Israeli 
society. The negative qualities are 
very similar. So foF a Russian, aliya 
doesn't change much." 

IT'S NOT that the emigrants have it 
so good in America. Life for the 
noshrlm is difficult, often quite 
hellish, but somehow they are 
happy. 

Not long ago 1 was in New York, 
passing a dingy hotel on the Upper 
West Side, when 1 heard the sound 
of Russian coming through the 
door. I went in and learned that the 
place was serving as an “absorption 
centre" for new Russian arrivals. 
Entire families were living in small, 
dirty rooms; the emigrants had little 
money, barely enough for a subway 
fare. 

But all of them — Georgians, 
Bukharans, Ukrainians, Odessans 
— said that they were happy. It 
seemed strange: in America, a Jew 
can be. happy in filth and poverty, 
while he's unhappy in an absorption 
centre on the shores of the 
Mediterranean or in a Parisian cafe. 

That- same feeling pervades 
emigrd literature. In his This Is Me, 


Edtchka, a novdl about emigrd life in 
New York, Edward Limonov paints 
the darkest possible picture. The 
writer and poet from Kharkov 
describes life without money, 
without hope, without dignity. The 
novel’s hero eats nothing but 
borscht, lives on welfare, and has a 
temporary job as a waiter after 
being sacked by a Russian-language 
newspaper for writing an “anti- 
American article.” (The demand for 
conformity is very high in the Rus- 
sian sector in the U.S., and in 
Israel.) 

And the main character in a new 
novelette by Arkady Lvov, another 
prolific Russian-Jewish writer living 
in New York, manages to keep alive 
by combing the trashbins of food 
shops and restaurants. 

So why are they happy? "Because 
they are free,” says Miloslavsky. 
"Free to feel and not to feel. Even 
to be unhappy — and that makes 
them happy." 

Russian -Israeli painter M. Grob- 
man does not agree. “They have no 
choice,'’ he asserts. “If a Jew is un- 
happy in Israel or in France, he cun 
go to America. But America is the 
end of the road. You must be happy 
— or go back to Russia.” 

Efraim Sevela is a gifted writer 
and film-maker who left Russia Tor 
Israel and ^Mer left Israel for 
America. He has recently written a 
novel in which the hero is about to 
take a third step. He leaves the U.S. 
for Moscow, but just before the 
plane lands he begins shouting: “I 
do not want Moscow. 1 do not want 
anywhere. Please do not land, there 
is no place for me. Stop the plane, 1 
want to get off." 

Sevela's book offers some more 
insights into the world of the nosher. 

"When I am cheated in 
America," he writes, “I suffer, but i 



Kiev, who now live in Boston, were 
here recently on a visit. They were 
deeply impressed. 

"We couldn’t imagine it being so 
free, so safe. For the first few days 
we expected a bomb to go off at any 
moment. We thought Israel was a 
totalitarian state, with censorship 
rampant, but we found that people 
are free to express their feelings.” 

That original Impression was 
shaped largely by Soviet 
propaganda. But it is also aided, un- 


im 




keep quiet. But when somebody 
gypped me out of an agora in the 
Jerusalem market, he cheated me 
out of hope of living with my 
brethren." 

Sevela recalls his experience 
working in a barbershop near 
Mahane Yehuda. 

“The owner there was very 
pleased to get me — no, not 
because I am all that good, but 
because he gets my services for free. 
For a year I am paid by world Jewry 
via the Absorption Ministry, with 
the results of my work going to my 
employer. He. will even get a tax 
break. 

“When the year Is over, he will 
dismiss me and hire apolher-ne^' 
immigrant whose salafy will be sup- 
plied by the Jewish Agency. My em- 
ployer to|d me that if the Soviet 
government doesn’t pul a stop to 
aliya, he will become a millionaire." 

NOSH RIM HAVE varying Impres- 
sions of Israel. A young couple from 
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wittingly, by counterproductive 
Israeli information efforts. 

Says Grobman: “State-supported 
Russian-language publications and 
radio present a totalitarian picture 
by censoring everything ’live’ out of 
their output. They prefer to lie, to 
present super-positive material with 
pseudo-romantic trimmings. 

“It’s forbidden io mention a 
khamsin. The troubles on the Ramot 
Road were not reported by Inwli 
Russian radio (but they were 
covered by Radio Moscow). Even 
the assassination attempt on Presi- 
dent Reagan never got on the radio. 

"Russian immigrants don’t know 
that the Russian-language broad- 
casting and publishing is not 
representative or the Israeli scene." 

IF RUSSIAN immigrants were bet- 
ter informed about life in Israel 
before leaving their homeland, 
perhaps they would be more likely 
to come. As one couple of noshrlm 
said, "If we could have imagined 
what Israel is like, maybe we 
wouldn’t have gone to America in 
the first place." 

But those Russians who are 
determined to come to Israel 
despite some of these practices may 
actually be prevented from doing so 
in the future because of neshira. 

“IT the neshira is not contained, 
the Soviet authorities will use it as b 
pretext to stop emigration al- 
together," suys Yosef Tekoa, for- 
mer Israel ambassador to Moscow 
and to the UN, who now heads tho 
Russian Immigrants' Assocw|'on. 
“They have to explain the» policies 
to the Russian people- As long « 
Jews go to Israel, they can explain 
it. But if they go to America, non- 
Jews will ask for the same. Then 
they will stop emigration." 

It is high time Tor Israeli govern- 
ment and party officials to discuss 
measures to encuurage aliya by 
Russian immigrants tempted by 
neshlra. says Tekoa. 

"We should Improve information 
about Israel. Russians think about 
us even more negatively than we 
deserve. We should give immigrant 
the option of visiting Israel without 
an obligation to stay. We should 
give them jobs and flats. The ab- 
sorption Bystem should be 
— too many olim complain about 
the hostile approach of the ofTiciaU- 
Russian immigrants *hou>M 
more 'at home' in 

An offlcialat-th^jcwish Agency 
offenu-a-'TtTore introspective view. 
^NtsMra is not only a Ruriwj 
problem. Jews from Iran and I Soul 
Africa do not go to Israel. Mayo 

we should think In different ter^s 
altogether: how to make our own 
life belter. Why Is it so . bad .J2? 
now that Jews prefer another place 
If we solve our problem*. in® 
problem of neshlra will be solved by 
itself." • Z, 
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Passing of the 'ethnic era' 


By YOSEF GOELL 
'WHEN MY wife and I' moved to 
'Jerusalem from the kibbutz in 1957, 
a kindly, white-haired old lady who 
jwas in charge of registering children 
.for schools in the Jerusalem 
Municipality adamantly refused my 
choice of a school on the border 
between the German Colony and 
.Katamon for my two school-aged 
children. 

“You don’t understand haw ,” 
she insisted, patiently ht first and 
then with iron in her voice. "That 
■place is full of schwartzes; Morokka'l 
sakin (knife-wielding Moroccan 
toughs); it’s not for your children." 

In the end, the self-appointed 
protectress of little while Ashkenazi 
children with fathers too dumb to 
know what was good for them, 
prevailed over all my protestations 
and registered my two children in-a 
more "respectable" school in Beit- 
Hakarem. 

Although I hug- been in Israel for 
10 years, that Was my first confron- 
tation ^vfdf'such an extreme exam- 
pie'"of Ashkenazi anti-Moroccan 
prejudice and of unsolicited protekt- 
zia proffered to a fellow Ashkenazi, 
even though I was unaware of my 
status as such. 

What the kindly, white-haired old 
bigot was doing, although she may 
have been unaware of the implica- 
tions ‘of her actions, was relegating 
the Moroccan children of the 
K ilia muni in to another generation 
of largely segregated elementary 
school education. 

In 1971. after returning from 
three year*' in the U.S., 1 

availed myself of the advantages 
given to reluming academics and 
imported a nice big tax-free televi- 
sion set. When I received the notice 
to clear it through customs I, as a 
veteran Middle Easterner by then, 
was all set to devote three days of 
my life to a friendly little tussle with 
the bureaucratic octopus. Instead, it 
look me nil of 15 minutes to clear it 
through Ashdod Port customs. 

I soon fqund out why. The friend- 
ly customs official who draped his 
arm around my shoulder and told 
htVYou see Adon Goell, we know 
h° w 'to take care of one of our 
own," had made a mistake. Due to 
my perfectly “passable" Sephardi 
name he thought he had a fellow 



Celebrating the Mimouna, a post-Pessah J estival marked by Jews of North 
AJrlcan origin. (RDhnmim Israeli) 


fer to one of the brothers in the 
solidly Moroccun Ashdod of the 
early 1970s. 

Protektzia, nepotism, favouritism 
and discrimination have not disap- 
peared in the intervening decade 
and ii half; they have instead 
become well nigh ubiquitous and 
ethnically diffused. 

The Mimouna of the late 1970s 
and early I9gfjs which was ugain 
celebrated early last week, is u 
cause for celebration for all of 
Israel. It is a pleasure to see Israelis 
i>f Moroccan origin, the group that 
until tliu uihciii ul Hie Oruzumn 
[Soviet Georginn) in the 1970s, was 
the main target of ethnic dis- 
crimination in Israel, flaunting their 
Mnroccan-ness with a new sense of 
self-confidence and pride. 

I HAVE BEEN TOLD by some 
academic friends that they have 
serious doubts about the authen- 
ticity of the Mimouna’s Moroccan 
origins; Lhat it may well be a piece 
of manufactured folklore. 

So what? Authenticity, 
shmuuthenticity. The obvious seif- 
confidence of a second generation 
of Israelis of Moroccan origin that 
has supplanted their earlier sense of 
ethnic victimization, is the best 
proof needed of the facL that this 


Moroccan in tow and he wanted the j«jrar i; “t.rO>«ii-trac-ffnniiy made it. 
opportunity to show ofHtfrarsornJI As welcome as the symbolic 
unsolicited protektzia he could prof- evidence of the Mimouna is. it 


(Rahamim Israeli) 

should be said immediately that 
even good things should have their 
limits. The fact that the Moroccans 
have made it should be taken as a 
clear signal that the lime has come 
for the country to get off the ethnic 
hobby horse. VMaking it" in Israel 
means finally feeling like an un- 
hyphenated Israeli, and while not 
expunging one’s earlier ethnic iden- 
tity, clearly relegating it to second 
place. 

One doesn't see the former Poles 
and Russians who have been runn- 
ing i tn. . ■•umr. |.«r <ic'..ide\ 
Haunting their origins. The ones 
who do arc the galut-orienied 
“Ashkenazim" who arc on the 
fringes of Israel society and are cer- 
tainly not running it. 

This is particularly so in regard to 
the sensitive field of politics. Every 
election campaign has witnessed at- 
tempts to set up ethnic parlies. 
Since the first Knesset, when we 
had Sephardi and Yemenite factions 
in the Knesset, all subsequent at- 
tempts to launch ethnic parties have 
come to naught. 

One of the most impressive signs 
of the political maturity of the new- 
comers from the Moslem countries, 
is that they had the wisdom from 
the outset .to reject all such at- 
tempts by politicians to build their 
careers on an exclusive basis of 
ethnic identity and ethnic resent- 
ment. 


TO BE SURE, the major parties 
played the ethnic element for all it 
was worth. There is room to ques- 
tion, however, how many ethnic 
votes were really obtained by these 
parties by the posting of “Uncle 
Tom" ethnic candidates at strategic 
spots in their candidates' lists. 

The best recent news in this 
regard is the clear failure of the at- I 
tempt to mobilize the Mproccan 
community and other "Oriental" 
groups in support of Religious Af- 
fairs Minister Aharon Abuhatzeira 
when charges of bribery were being 
prepared against him. 

It is time to get such ethnicity out 
of politics. The organizers of the 
Mimouna were certainly not 
responsible for the handful of 
Likud-inspired toughs who pelted 
Labour's Shimon Peres with rotten 
fruits and vegetables last week. In 
fact, there is reason to believe that 
this is exactly the sort of behuviour 
they have been trying to avoid in 
their drive for respectability and 
status. 

Bui the altercation is an example 
of the atmosphere that could very 
easily develop in public life ifa con- 
scious attempt is not made to gel 
away from ethnicity in politics. 

The Likud ran an unabashedly 
ethnic campaign in the Histndrul 
elections, with the picture of 
"strongman" David Levy intended 
to convey a clear ethnic message of 
Us and Them. This is a dangerous 
game to play, and one lhat could 
easily backfire against the Likud in 
the future, in view of its being so 
qiimtcsteniially “Polish" in origin 
and in ambience. 

GL I TING AWAY from ethnicity 
in politics also means choosing can- 
didates according to their ubilities 
and real political power rather than 
for their supposed ethnic appeal. 
David Levy, who at first was an ar- 
tificial ethnic fabrication on the part 
of the Likud has developed in re- 
cent years into a real political power 
in his own right. 

Happily, today there would seem 
to he a sufficiency of candidates of 
such calibre and power to afford an 
intelligent choice Tor all the parties 
without their having to continue an 
approach of placing ethnic can- 
didates or no apparent merit on 
their lists. 

That may have been good for the 
'50s and '60s, but Israelis have long 
since grown out of such political in- 
fancy. 


Closer watch on religious spending urged 


By REUVEN HAMMER 

THE MOST significant revelations 
of the trial of the religious affairs 
minister have nothing to do with the 
guilt or innocence of the minister, 
but with the structure and function 
of the ministry he happens to head^ 

The way this government. depaflZ' 
n, cni has been, and is being! used as 
a Funnel for public funds to all kinds 
of institutions^ some of which are of 
questionable worth, must surely 
give us pause. Public money is a 
public trust, and to see it handled 
capriciously is painful — especially 
to the taxpayer. 

The most constructive thing that 
can, perhaps must, come out of this ' 
sordid affair is a thorough rethink- 
ing of thi department and a set of 
very clear and very strict purposes 
and procedures. 

The first question that comes to 
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my mind, for example, is why does 
this ministry give money to yeshivot? 
Should this not be a function of 
the Education Ministry? For good 
or HI, there is certainly no separation 
of religion and sta'te in Israel. 
Religious education is as much a 
part or the public system as 
"secular" education. Why, then, 
should yeshivot not receive the 
funds that are due to them through 
the educational system and why 
should they not have to meet strict 
standards in order to be supported? 

If they cqnnot meet these criteria 
they will have to turn to the private 
sector. It is time we realized, 
however, that the genera) public, 
through its tax funds, is not 
obligated to support institutions 
th&t do not fit the generally accepted 
norms of that society. That is a job 
for private money. This should not 


be taken to mean that these institu- 
tions may not be eligible, but they 
should be judged according to for- 
mal and accepted criteria by the ap- 
propriate agency, 

WHAT EXACTLY is the function 
of the Religious Affairs Ministry? I 
assume it is to supply funds for syn- 
agogues, rabbinical salaries, etc. 
Perhaps we should know, item by 
item, what it is responsible for and 
by what formula it decides who gets 
what. The Knesset should surely in- 
vestigate this and, if necessary, pass 
corrective legislation. 

We have surely reached the point 
in our history whereby the 
Orthodox can no longer be con- 
sidered the only group eligible for 
aid. And why not make certain that 
money is in the form of matching 
grants? Too much dependence on 
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the government can sound the 
death knell of vibrant religion. 

AH in all, we should be tired of 
government by hip-pocket book- 
keeping and by grants given by the 
unaccountable to the unauthorized. 

Religion Is an important part of 1 
life in Israel. Unfortunately, it is too 1 
easily relegated to the realms of 
politics and bureaucracy. If there is 
to be a more positive attitude 
towards religion, people must be 
able to respect it, and bringing 
order and purpose to the Religious 
Affairs Ministry is an important first 
step. 

The author Is a professor in the 
Deaartment of Philosophies of 
Religion at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in Jerusalem, an institution 
of Conservative Judaism. 
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BLONDE, blue-eyed Dina Lipsky, 
formerly of Butler. Pennsylvania, 
has been having the time of her life 
setting up and running an early- 
chiidhood programme and a 
women's day club in the Arab vil- 
lage of Tamra in Western Galilee. 

On the day I met her, she 
squeezed in the interview between 
organizing a birthday party for one 
of the kindergarten, tots in Tamra 
and hosting the party in Tamra's 
manias, its government-sponsored 
sports and cultural centre. 

On the previous day I had met 
Gershon Baskin, 25, of Smilht'own, 
Long Island, in Kafr Kar'a, one of 
the string of Arab villages that dot 
the road through Wadi Ara. He has 
spent the past two years there, 
together with two other young 
American- Jewish men and a young 
Israeli whose baby was born in 
Tamra. Baskin has been engaged 
mainly in training madatztm ■— 
youth group leaders — from among 
the teenagers of Kafr Kar'a and es- 
tablishing relations between Arab 
groups and their Jewish counter- 
parts in neighbouring kibbutzim and 
in .the township of Pardess Hanna- 
Karkur six kilometres away. 

Dina, Gershon and six other 
young people in the two Arab vil- 
lages — and five more in training in 
Kibbutz Barka'i — are members of 
the three-year-old Interns for Peace 
programme, founded by Rabbi 
Bruce Cohen, formerly of New 
Haven, Connecticut. 

Cohen, 35. blond, bearded and 
bespectacled, whom I met in the of- 
fices of the Reform Movement on 
Rehov Shmuel Hanagid in 
Jerusalem, says that he had the idea 
for the programme as a result of the 
violent confrontation between some 
Israeli Argb villagers and the 

aountryVieeurity forces’ on- March 

JO, 1976. which has since become 
known as Land Day. 

The idea was to attempt to 
improve relations between Arabs 
and Jews in Israel and to help peo- 
ple from the two communities, who 
are socially isolated from each 
other, to get to know each other on 
a personal basis. Hardly a novel 
idea: but the strategy evolved by 
Cohen is a new departure, for Israel 
at least. It seeks to attack the 
problem of the mutual distrust that 
is at the root of the bad relations 
between the two peoples by 
providing social programmes run by 
Jewish volunteers in selected Arab 
villages. 

COHEN HIMSELF has been busy 
for most of these two years in rais- 
ing money to finance the program- 
me. mostly from American Jewish 
donors. (The interns receive the 
equivalent of $250 a month each, 
and Rabbi Cohen hopes that in four 
years lime he will reach an annual 
budget of S2m. which would enable 
the project to field 100 volunteers). 
His second-in-command, who coor- 
dinates the project when he goes 
away, has been Farhat Aghbariya, 



The Arab town of Baka*a el-Garblye. Can social programmes bring Jews and Arabs closer? (Aliza Auerbach) 


Communal bridge-builders 

The Post’s Yosef Goell reports on a move by a group of 
Americans to bring Jews and Arabs closer, and discusses the 
merits and limitations of the programme. 


an Israeli Arab social worker from 
the village of Musmus, near Kafr 
Kar'a. 

Aghbariya admits that it’s been 
rough-going. When the interns first 
set up in the two villages, the Arab 
Communist paper Al Ittlhad ran an 
article accusing them of being CIA 
agents. He arranged a meeting with 
the editor, Emile Toma, who agreed 
to publish the interns' reply to the 
charge and even appended an 
editorial suggestion that the vil- 
lagers reserve judgement on the 
group for two years. 

Although distrust of the 
volunteers in the iwo villages I 
visited may well have been dispel- 
led on a personal level, especially 
among those who come into direct 
contact with their programmes, this 
has not reflected itself in a lessening 
of distrust for the Israeli- Jewish es- 
tablishment. At best, the volunteers 
are viewed as well meaning 
American-Jewish do gooders and 
possible converts to the cause of 
Palestinian nationalism, and not as 
representatives of a Jewish Israel 
seeking to foster better relations 
between the two communities. 

Aghbariya sets great store 'by the 
current experiment of an Arab- 
Jewish young couples group bring- 
ing together couples from Pardess 
Hanna and' Kafr Kar’a. The group, 
which has met five times over the 


past six months, is coordinated by 
one of the interns at Kafr Kar'a, 
David Lafontaine. Lafontaine, a 
convert to Judaism, came to Israel 
originally on a Shertit La' air r 
(service to the people) programme 
and remained to marry Esty, the 
sabra daughter of Jewish im- 
migrants from Libya who live in 
Ashkelon. 

Esty, who had her baby in Tamra, 
said that her daughter was the most 
effective instrument in breaking the 
ice with the Arab women in the vil- 
lage. 

OPINIONS on the mixed-couples 
experienced is itself mixed. Eli Ray- 
mond, a retired border policeman 
who is one of the founder members 
of the group, would hardly qualify 
as half of a “young” couple. He says 
he joined as a result of a request 
from the Pardes Hanna Labour 
Council and because “I have always 
believed in the need to try to es- 
tablish good personal relations 
between Arabs and Jews. 

"To my regret, we’ve only had 
these five meetings in six months 
and even they could not be termed 
especially ‘friendly.’ U seems to me 
that the whole experiment is still 
very wooden and very much of a 
pasting together. And that’s a 
shame. 


"I think it’s worthwhile, but we 
should try to have many more ses- 
sions of a more personal nature. 
What 1 particularly regret is that an 
' outsider -fLaflMtalne] had -to take 
the initiative for such a get- 
together, when it Is really we Israeli 
Jews who should have done so. But 
of course it’s impossible to ignore 
the barriers between ourselves and 
the Arabs that make any such in- 
itiative difficult.” 

Michael Solomon, of next-door 
Karkur, says that he and his wife 
Amalia got involved mainly because 
of their children. “The only talk of 
Arabs they have heard has been 
negative” said Amalia. “I want 
them to learn that Arabs are also 
Israelis,” but Michael admits that 
their friends and neighbours have 
exhibited very little interest in join- 
ing the group. 


THERE ARE five new interns who 
have been training at Kibbutz 
Barka’i with the intention of replac- 
ing the first group of eight in Tamra 
and Kafr Kar’a. Training includes 
an intensive ulpan in Arabic (all the 
interns have come with at least a 
moderate knowledge of Hebrew, in 
most cases picked up on previous 
visits to Israel, and a prerequisite 
for joining the programme). In addi- 
tion, there are lectures on various 


facets of Arab life and on Arab* 
Jewish relations in Israel. 

THE MOST encouraging aspect of 
the project to an outside observer ii 
the obvious quality and per- 
sonalities of the interns and trainees 
attracted to it. 

Talking to the interns in the field, 
it seemed that to overcome the in- 
itial Arab suspicion and hostility 
they had adopted the tactic of dis- 
sociating themselves from the 
Israeli establishment and from of- 
ficial Israeli positions and actions 
on Arab policy. While this tactic is 
understandable, it would seem to be 
self-defeating in a project whose 
stated goal is to improve relations in 
the context of a Jewish State of 
Israel. 

SOCIAL SERVICES designed to 
establish an atmosphere of trust 
could, and preferably should, be 
provided by educated young Arabs, 
of whom there are today a sufficient 
number in Israel, with many of them 
complaining of a dearth of in- 
teresting jobs. And young Israeli 
Jews should be taking part in such 
programmes, using the Interns' 
strategy. 

On the other hand, the rectuit- 
ment of two Israeli Arabs to the 
programme, one of them a woman, 
Dina Yunes from the village of ‘Ara, 
a Bar Ilan graduate in social work, 
is a striking achievement Dina has 
been working in Tamra and the 
most important thing she told us 
was that young women of her Bge 
and younger in her Galilee village 
were openly jealous of her freedom 
and of the example she was selling 
as a liberated Arab woman. 

BUT THE PROGRAMME has a 
built-in defect. Dealing with the 
thorny problem of Arab-Jewish 
relations in Israel is basically a job 
thut must be done by Israeli Jews 
und Arabs. 

Fielding such a programme in 
cooperation with the Israel Jewish 
establishment, rather than in pur- 
poseful isolation from it, while it 
might pile up additional troubles in 
ihc initial stages, could well be the 
key to success in the long run in two 
vital areas. It would reinforce those 
moderate elements among the Arab 
population who want to develop a 
satisfactory modus \ivendl with Is*®** 
but who have been effectively 
squelched by the radicals in the 
towns and villages; and It would be 
making an esseniial breakthrough 
to mainstream Jewish elements for 
the purpose of establishing 
meaningful personal and communal 
relations between the two popula- 
tions. 

The fact that Gershon Baskin, 
who is completing his stint in the 
first wave of interns, is being con- 
sidered for a job in the Ministry of 
Education to be in charge of the 
development and encouragement oi 
Arab-Jewish projects, is a hopeful 
sign In the right direction. 


Representatives or the Jewish 
communities in Hebron and its sub- 
urb Kiryai Arba last week branded 
much of the press as “anti-Semitic'' 
and charged that MK Shulamit 
Aloni and Abba Eban have con- 
tributed to an atmosphere that 
could lead to terrorism. 

The charges that Yehuda Litani 
of Ha'aretz, Danny Rubinstein of 
Davar and Ya'acov Ahimeir of 
television news, were irresponsible 
in their reports of alleged violence 
by settlers against Hebron Arabs 
were made by Rabbi Moshc 
Levi tiger, attorney Eliakim Haetzni 
and Kiryai Arba. council chairman 
Zc‘ev Friedman in a press con- 


Hebron Jews score press on bias 


fere nee, called to rebut reports of 
violence against Arabs. 

Press reports have said that ar- 
med civilian Jews have demanded 
identity cards from Hebron Arabs, 
have set dogs on Hebronltes, and 
entered Arab homes neftr Beit 
Hadassah, (the Jewlsh-owned 
building in the centre or Hebron in 
which several settlers' families have 
taken up residence). . 

According to Friedman, the 
military, government conducted an 
investigation, finding that only two 
complaints had been filed. In both 


By ROBERT ROSENBERG 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

cases, said Friedman, the military 
government had baoked up the set- 
tlers’ claims that the incidents were 
minor. 

Haetzni said he has filed com- 
plaints with the Broadcasting 
Authority against Ahimeir, who as 
editor of television news, did not 
ban a story about Hebron tljat the 
Kiryai Arba lawyer branded as one- 
sided. 


A similar complaint against Litani 
was filed with the . National Press 
Council. Haetzni said that Litani 
never sought reactions from Beit 
Hadassah settlers to his /epom 
about attacks on Arabs. J-itanUater 
told Israel Radio.- that he quoted 
soldiers stationed, at Beit Hadassah, 
who backed up his reports. 

“We accuse MK Shulamit Aloni, 
Abba Eban, Yehuda Litani, Danny 
Rubinstein and television news for 
creating an air .of incitement,” said 

Uln.lTni ...k« ill al insl hnnri 


before the press conference two 
gravestones in the Hebron Jewish 
cemetery were vandalized. 

Eban and Aloni want to raised"* 
Hebron Arabs’ in the 

Knesset). 

^^/easylo explain the reports,” 
'smd Haetzni. “There are people 
who don’t want Jews in Hebron. 

The High Court of Justice lost 
week rejected a petition by Hebron 
Arabs to order the military govern- 
ment to expel Gush Emunlm squat- 
ters from Hebron’s Beit Hadassah, 
noting that the slate attorney had 
that would. DC 
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Season for 
the salad 


MATTERS OF TASTE 
■ Haim Shapiro 


FOR MANY YEARS Jerusalem 
had only dismal vegetarian 
restaurants, bereft of atmosphere 
and serving only the most un- 
interesting food. 

To add insult to Injury, most of 
the so-called vegetarian restaurants 
did not limit themselves to 
vegetables but served fish as well. 

In recent years, the situation has 
changed for the better, with a 
number of small imaginative 
vegetarian restaurants gracing the 
scene. The fact that the proprietors 
are, for the most part, amateurs, is 
usually an asset, with enthusiasm 
more than compensating for lack of 
polish. 

The newest of ^heSe eating places 
is Hameshek.^Cf the top of Rehov 
Shlon^iorffiamalka. TTie front is 
devtrteo to the sale of natural food 
^products; there are eight tables in 
the back. 

We visited the restaurant the day 
after Pessah, when the menu was no 
doubt a little limited as a result of 
the week-long closing. But the place 
seemed to have quite a following 
already, with clients waiting. 


I OPENED my meal with the soup 
of the day. a thick purie of pumpkin 
squash and other vegetables, served 
reully piping hot. For my part the 
soup could have stood a bit more 
seasoning, but perhaps, it is the 
natural way. 

My companion tried the humous, 
sprinkled with pine nuts and shelled 
sunllower seeds, and accompanied 
by a whole-wheat pitta. I’m not 
quite sure why, but it was better 
than the humous found in your run 


€ 




of the mill restaurant. The pitta was 
very good indeed, and though I per- 
sonally would not choose ll refrny" 
daily fare, I found it an excellent 
change. 

WiLh thc-hu mous. niv companion 
also had a glass of fresh carrot juice. 
There is no need to stress the Tact 
that the juice of our delicious Israeli 
carrots is excellent. 

1 had the main course of the day, 
a preparation of cous cous with 
cooked carrots and prunes, and a 
little side dish of dried fruit to ac- 
company it. And In case you had 
any doubts, it was whole-wheat cous 
cous. 

My companion, being in jrljghter 
mood, triid the salad, baqV wide’ 
selection of raw vegetables with 
four different types of dressing; This 
will probably be the most popular 
dish in the coming summer months. 
While such vegetables as tomatoes, 
cucumbers and bean sprouts were 
simply set out raw, there was one 
“made” salad of apples, 'sweet corn 
and celery — an imaginative com- 
bination. 1 

There were a number of rather at- 
tractive cakes for dessert! blit by 
that time we were so full 1 that we 
had no room for them. 

The bill came to IS86150. 
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Throughout the cenluries. the Jewish 
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book," rapidly adopting the invention of 
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scientific journals to newspapers— giving 
impetus to Zionism and the State of Israel 


impetus to Zionism and the State of Israel 
in the process. 

These 1981 Independence Day Coins 
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THE ARTS 


Playwright Levin’s odd Job 


THERE WAS A MAN in the land 
of Uz whose name was Job, and that 
man was perfect and upright, and 
one that feared God, and shunned 
evil. And Hanoch Levin the 
playwright looked upon Job and the 
afflictions God visited' upon him, 
and decided to add some of his own. 
And so. having lost all his posses- 
sions. iron mines in Lebanon, ships 
in Alexandria, his sons and 
daughters and being afflicted with 
boils from the soles of his feet to the 
crown of his head, Job denied the 
God he had worshipped. And hav- 
ing. under the persuasion of his 
friend Bildad the Shuhite, returned 
to God again, he found himself in 
conflict with the new Emperor of 
Rome, who decreed that the God 
of the Jews did not exist. 

Refusing to deny God again, 
Hanoch Levin's Job dies a cruel 
death — impaled on a stake. His dy- 
ing cry, as his friends start leaving 
the stage, is “Don't leave me alone 
with God!" 

Iri The Sorrows of Job, which 
opened last month at the Carneri, 
Hanoch Levin, who until now has 
dealt mostly with the tragedy of 
human existence as reflected in the 
everyday lives of ordinal^ people, 
confronis the basic questions of ex- 
istence head on. What is Man. and 
what is the meaning of his life on 
earth? he asks. And those who have 
followed the playwright until now 
and are acquainted with his views 
will not be surprised at the answer: 
M an is n haphazard hodgepodge of 
unrelated fragments, and his ex- 
istence has no meaning. 

— hv-the- biblical story, the aFTlic- 
lions are visited upon Job by God in 
order to try his faith. Job stands up 
to the lest, and God in His mercy 
restores his health and all his pos- 
sessions. and provides him with a 
new set of sons apd daughters (the 
question that has bothered me since 
I first read the Book of Job as a boy 
is. how can anyone, even God, 


THEATRE 
Mendel Kohansky 



Yossi Carman 



Hanoch Levin 

replace dead children?), and Job is 
back where he was, healthy and 
wealthy and happy. In Levin's 
world, there is no personal God: 


Message in melodrama 


BETWEEN ACTS/Joan Borsten 


E D NEVER HEARD of Uzi Peres 
before his public relations agent 
called to set up an Interview, and 
I've yet to see one of the four 
melodramas he claims place him in 
the same national category as Dan 
Wohlman, Nissim Dayan, David 
Perlov and Avraham Heffner. But 
the word around town, confirmed 
by my colleague Dan Fainaru, who 
heads the Israel Film Institute, is 
that Peres is a serious movie-maker, 
trying hard to create a real cinema 
language, and thal those who have 
seen the results find them in- 
teresting at the very least. 

An hour with the 30-year-old 
nephew of Shimon Peres, and son 
of contractor Gigi Peres, who made 
millions developing North Tel Aviv, 
is an experience. Unlike most un- 
tested film-makers, in fact unlike 
most acclaimed directors, Uzi 
emunates self-confidence, is im- 
modest about his talents and sur- 
prisingly outspoken about his film 
contemporaries. 

"I urn one of the Few Israelis with 
something to say and the ability to 
suy it intelligently through film,” 
says the graduate of the Sorbonne’s 
new cinema department, who was 
trained by director Frederic Rossif. 

FACIE 18 


“There is a war going on between 
those like me and those like Yahud 
Levanon and Michal Bat-Adam, 
who think film is a way of exposing 
your problems, making a confes- 
sion. Because Michal has bared her 
soul to the public, everyone thinks 
she is arty." 

According to Peres, in real “art" 
cinema, the essential thing is not 
what a character says but how he 
moves, and how he reacts to situa- 
tions. 

“In my films there arc always four 
or five types. Each has a goal and 
we watch how they conflict in a 
given situation. My films arc always 
melodramas, the purest way of 
presenting human experience. For 
instance, in First Love is Doomed to 
Fail which I’ve Just completed, I tell 
the story of a family and what hap- 
pens when the mother’s first love 
suddenly re-enters her life.” 

Although Peres works on a tight 
budget, spreading himself thin 
because he believes it is important 
to make many small films rather 
than one large film, he is not as han- 
dicapped financially as his contem- 
poraries. His father may not finance 
his films, but it is clearly easier for 
him to approach the Eisenberg 


only the abstract question of His ex- 
istence or non-existence. And the 
afflictions of Job are the normal 
human afflictions: we all suffer the 
loss of loved ones and of property, 
and we suffer physically, and in the 
end we die. 

What bothered me all through the 
performance at the Carneri was why 
Levin had to employ all the super- 
opulence to tell his anti-morality 
tale. Why did he need a cast of 
almost 40(1), all in gorgeous or 
grotesque attire, all that complex 
stage machinery, and a five-piece 
band? 

The curtain rises on a splen- 
diferous tableau with actors in- 
staggering costumes and jewels and 
fantastic hairdos of Oriental splen- 
dour, arranged as a background to 
Job, the wealthy businessman enter- 
taining friends at a banquet. As 
scene follows scene, it is all 
costumes and stage effects, 
culminating in Job aloft, impaled on 
a stake. I probably was not the only 
one in the audience to be dislracted- 
by speculation as to how it was 
done, and worrying lest Yossi 
Carmon, an actor I admire and a 
fine fellow off stage, fall down. 

LEVIN THE PLAYWRIGHT and 
Levin the director have gone to ex- 
tremes to make their points. There 
are scenes of such cruelty that I saw 
people actually walk out, while 
others covered their eyes. 

The acting is of very high calibre. 
In part which places extraordinary 
emotional and physical demands on 
him, Yossi Carmon delivers a great 
performance; the storm of applause 
that greeted him when he took his 
bow was fully deserved. And I have 
nothing but praise for the others in 
the cast. 

Ruth Dar designed the complex 
set, the costumes, the make-up — 
all of which makes the stage a con- 
stantly vibrating, fascinating, ever- 
changing spectacle. 



Uzi Peres 

group, which helped fund his recent 
movies, than for other new direc- 
tors. 

Like his contemporaries, Peres 
makes his films on such a low 
budget that his actors and techni- 
cians are required to take part of 
their salaries as “points” — a 
percentage of the eventual profits, if 
any. 

MARVIN HAMLISH, Oscar- 
winning musiclan/coraposer/singer, 
will visit Israel this summer to give 
two performances for the Israel 
Museum. The first will be a benefit 
gala concert, the other a children's 
programme. Hamlish won this 
year’s Oscar for his music for Or- 
dinary People. He wrote the music 
for Chorus Line, The Sting and The 
Way We Were. 


Reuben Rubin's "Safad family" (detail). 


What art to acquire? 


Gil Goldfine 


TO COMPLEMENT the fine inter- 
national collection of modern art 
from Denmark's Louisiana 
Museum and the magnificent dis- 
play of Archipenko’s,. ear|y cubist 
sculptures, the Tel Aviv Museum 
has organized an expanded exhibit 
of Israeli paintings, sculptures and 
drawings acquired during the past 
10 years. 

Considering the museum's 
limited space in relation to the 
number of objects purchased or 
received os gifts between 1971 and 
1981, its curatorial staff for Israeli 
art, headed by Sara Breitberg- 
Semel, have arranged a comprehen- 
sive, one-of-a-kind, overview of not 
only the last decade but also the 
history of local art in general. 

On entering the Meyerhoff 
Pavilion the perspective begins with 
paintings by the eurly settlers, 
Rubin, Gutman and Paldi, 
figurative works by Bak, Bergncr, 
Lifshitz and Schwebcl, and hard 
edge abstractions by Berman, 
Argov, Agam and Kiewc. A 
beautiful selection of lyrical 
abstractions by Zaritsky, 
Streichman, Kricze and Stematsky, 
fortified by an Aroch painting from 
1961, leads one to sensuous can- 
vases by Kupferman, Lavle, Shlez- 
nyak and Garbuz. 

The museum’s choices for more 
contemporary offerings include 
works by Gross, Neustein, 
Kadishman, Cohen Gan, Romberg, 
Geter and Neeman r -with a unique 
assemblage by Tolkoysky. 

The weak link in Israeli art seems 
to be the sculptural one. Although 
pieces by Danziger, Eshet, Karavan, 
Shemi, Han, Tumarkln, Gjtlin and, 
Feigin indicate the variety 'ofjtyBs 
and periods, the dimensional por- 
tion doesn’t match the scale of 
paintings and drawings (water- 
colours). The latter (in the Taft Hall) 
represented by an • excellent col- 
lection of New Horizon masters like' 
Mairovitch, Zaritsky, ■ Stematsky 
and Streichman, are pitted against a 
gallery full of concrete cotlcep- 
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tualists like Ulmann, Efrat, Laury, 
Tevei and Cohen Gan. 

Drawings by Ticho, Uri, Hendler, 
Gcrshuni, Druks, Arikha and 
Tumnrkin round out the cross- 
seetion sampling of acquisitions. 

UNDOUBTEDLY the primary task 
of the Tel Aviv Museum is to col- 
lect, exhibit and store important 
representative works by local ar- 
tists. The crucial questions are 
What art? and By whom? By ar- 
ranging an exhibit of this nature the 
museum exposes itself to its bare 
skin. The works show a level of 
tolerance in terms of quality; but, 
more important, they indicate where 
the museum’s preferences lie in 
contemporary art. 

Considering the problems of 
space and finance, the museum's 
acquisition programme must be 
considered very carefully. Col- 
lecting unique or seminal works by 
established, “reputable” atdsts 
poses much less of a dilemma 
searching out the products of the 
younger generation. 

Because the museum must be 
considered the authoritative 
cultural institution, it can create 
trends and play such a part in the 
moulding of public taste and 
awareness that it eventually con- 
tributes to blind acceptance of a 
particular avenue of thought. . 

The consequences of purchasing 
“fresh” contemporary art is com- 
pounded by the fact that without 
the benefit of long-term exposure, 
scholarship and understanding, a 
modern direction in art will lack the 
profundity and polish needed RJ 
connoisseurship. Above all, in 
museum must never allow itself » 
become an exhibition “playground 
for the preferences of a parliculB 
curator ■ 

Caution 

crimipal^^wordwhen debating 
-creativity and art. The museum, 
however, must consider its enuea 
institutional position and separat 
moral support from financja 
recognition. This kind ofincend 
should not distort l ,ls . t0 . r v'® 
perspectives and long-term in *‘| n rr' 
If the museum is to accomplish, u* 
primary objective, it must ®|ppo 
the broad spectrum and nql » 
licence to the narrow band. 
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Light in darkness 


AVENUE OF THE RIGHTEOUS pl " pi h, s few worldly posses- 
by Peter Heilman. New York, , ns ’ PH*. the disposition of his 
Atheneum. 267 dd. 511.95. only child. Fourteen persons were 


Atheneum. 267 pp, 511.95. .. ■ 

listed as guardians, and a move to 

Miriam Fleischman Palestine automatically moved one 

of the guardians to the head of the 
list. Thorough instructions were in- 
READING THESE portraits of eluded on Rafi's religious and moral 
Christians, and the Jews they saved Gaining, his choice of profession, 
from Hitler, is a curious experience. an d even his physical development. 
Exhilarating is not the exact adjec- TREE E-37 is for “Sietskie Postma 
live, joyful is better — that energiz- and family who saved Noortje 
ing lift one feels when things go Hegt.’’ 

right. For this book records vie- Of the 1 10,000 Dutch Jews forced 
lories over the Nazis, in particular 10 register, almost 90,000 were kil- 
the triumph of people related to lcd in three years. Again the hunt 


each other only by their great 
goodness. 

These gentiles saved lives at that 
dark time when, for the majority, 
survival took precedence over 
justice or mercy. Because they were 
different and acted accordingly, 
trees have been planted in their 
name at the Yad Vnshem Holocaust 
memorial in Jerusalem. 



Detail from a drawing by Lea Grundlg 
entitled Refugees . " which will be part 
of a permanent exhibit opening soon at 
the Israel Museum. Jerusalem, in 


began gradually, with erosion of 
civil rights (like the ban on kosher 
slaughtering in 1940), new registra 
tion laws, ID cards marked Jew. 
The yellow stars came in 1941. 
Although the Dutch gentile com- 
munity did not readily accept these 
measures, the situation deteriorated 
so that by winter 1943, when a raid 
was made on the Jewish mental 
hospital at Apeldoorn. more than 
1,000 patients were hauled off. 

Noortje Hegt never knew how it 
was arranged that she would live out 
the war as Franciska Slujk in the 
Postma home in the town of 
Frewerd in Friesland. The in- 
teresting point in this case is her 
growing awareness of her 
Jewishness during this period; it 
developed to such an extent that she 
helped others to resist conversion. 
Every night Siciske would call soft- 
ly. "Good night, Noortje" so Frun- 
cisku would remember her real 
name. Noortje Hegt, alive and well 
in Israel is now called Mrs. Nurit De 
Haas. 


memorv of Jewish artists who died in toll ✓ - 

ih'Hobnu,,. 7 Rtt °- 18 , ,s for , K “° Ul 

... < numbers of Jews and Christians by 

TREES C-37 and C-38 are (or bringing them across the border of 
"Pieter Henry and family and occupied France into the Free 
Henrielte Regina Chaumat, who Zone." 

saved the lives of Abram Lipski, his Lapourterie’s adventures playing 
wife Tanya and their son Raphael." cat and mouse with the Germans 
Abram Lipski left the virulent make such a good story 1 won’t give 
anti-Semitic oppressiveness of Lodz u away here. As the mayor of one 
when he was 19 and moved to [own who owned a shop in another, 
Belgium, where he enrolled at the he was able to travel back and forth 
University of Ghent. It was a as a matter of course. So his bal- 
wonderlul new' open world for him. tcred Renault carried hundreds of 
Soon he was a graduate engineer souls to safety, along with clothes, 
with a job. a wife and 3-year-old furs, jewels, cash, and even a trous- 
Then the agony began. seau on one occasion. 

... .\. nu - the edict in October 1940 TREE D-92 is for “Leokadia 
calling tdMhe renewed registration Jaromirska for saving the child 
oi an Jews; thti^the order in spring -Shifra (Bogusia) Jonisz." 

• ,! Jews must ^ car 0 P alm ’ This > s the story of an im- 

sized yellow star over IhaiHiearts; po verished Pol ish-woman's extraor- 
next, the whispers that- JewS^fpem — amary devotion to the Jewish baby 
Antwerp were being deported from 0 f 18 months she found beside the 
Belgium. wa || 0 f a convent; of their being 

At this point Lipski. the engi neer, forced to wander the countryside 
rationalist. ancTTnelhOdicftl man. between two armies, the German 
began to plan his family’s survival and the Russian; ot' starvation, ter- 
— and consciously changed from a ror and flight. Through all of this 
law-abiding member of the com- Leokadia thought only of her 
munity to someone who chose to Bogusia. It finally came to an end 
hide, to go underground, to live fo ur years later, when the child's 
without a legal identity. • • - - - 


father, a camp survivor, came to 


Some of the native-born Jewish c | a j m his daughter. Only the chance 
children who spoke the language remar k of a rorlune-leller, “Far 
correctly and were not "foreign- from here your child remains alive, 

looking" could be placed with will- She waits for you to find her," had 
mg ramifies or in institution*,-— brought Jonisz back to Poland, 
provided they had- new^ -identity The reunion was fraught with 


papers. So Lipski divided up his problems. Even Pope Pius XU ruled 
mmlty, he and Tanya hiding in the 0 n the matter: "Return the child." 
attic of Pieter Henry’s house (Mrs. Eventually Shifra had to go with her 
Henry had once worked in the father. They Journeyed to Israel, he 
Lipski home), and Rafi living with remarried, but Shif ra left home and 
an acquaintance, Madame- went to live on a kibbutz. In I960 a 
Chaumat. A former client con- . correspondence began between 
tmued to give him work, so that for Lebkadia and her adored Bogusia, 
two years the Lipskis were fugitives through which a full reconciliation 


he was able to earn a living. . 
Quite in character was the will 


was effected. 

A venue of the Righteous; once 


Abram, Lipski had prepared should begun, is hard to put down, It 
Ihe worst happen. Not for the dla- deserves a wide audience. 
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New life for ‘bad luck hotel’ 


By MICHAL YUDELMAN 
AFTER STANDING empty for 
about a year, the former Pan 
American Hotel on Bat Yam's 
beach has been reopened by the 
ShiTf Hotel chain as Marina Bat- 
Yam. 

“This hotel will pul Bat Yam on 
the international tourist map," an- 
nounced chain owner Haim Shiff, 
who had bought the old structure 
for S4.15 million. "We will turn this 
place into a riviera and bring 
tourists here from alt over the 
world,” he promised at the opening 
of the new hotel. 

The four-star, 300 room and 19- 
suite venture has been dogged by 
bad luck in the past: the structure — 
us the Pan American Hotel — was 
completely gutted by fire; then the 
hotel went bankrupt and was closed 


down, and a little over a year ago it 
was re-opened as the Royal Bat- 
Yam, a glaU-kosher establishment, 
but never took off and was closed 
down again. 

Tour und hotel operators said 
that Bat Yam was simply not attrac- 
tive to tourists; others claimed that 
the hotel operators failed to provide 
enough inner-hotel activities and 
convenient transport to Tel Aviv. 

Shiff pooh-poohed the notion 
that (he hotel had a curse on it; 
"The reason the hotel has failed so 
far is simply because it has not been 
managed professionally," he said. 
"Tourists don’t come by themselves 
— they must be brought here, and 
the right conditions must be created* 
for their stay." 

THE MARINA BAT-YAM hotel 
has two swimming pools, one 


For adults and one for children, two 
tennis courts, two luxury penthouse 
suites, a 2 , 000 -person convention 
hall and three smaller halls, a syn- 
agogue and large health club, in- 
cluding a sauna, turkish baths, 
solarium, private beach and other 
features. 

These facilities, together with a 
nightclub and kosher Chinese 
restaurant to be opened soon at the 
hotel, are expected to attract a large 
crowd of Israelis in addition to 
tourits, Shiff said. 

Shiff intends to operate "shuttle” 
transport from the Marina Bat-Yam 
to Tel Aviv's tourist centres until 
midnight for the guests. - 

The Marina Bat-Yam is the ninth 
hotel in the Shiff chain, which now 
has over 2,100 rooms in Tel Aviv, 
Jerusalem, Netanya and Sharem e- 
Sheikh. 


Businessman helps a good cause 


By LEA LEVA VI 
TEL AVIV. — Enrique Rottenberg, 
owner of this city's Superrowal sales 
centre on Rehov Dizengoff, gave a 
straight-forward answer when he 
was asked last week why he had 
decided to donate all the profits 
from an art sale at his store (with a 
guaranteed minimum or IS75.000) 
to Variety International, the 
worldwide social welfare organiza- 
tion. "My motive is good public 
relations. I don't think there's 
anything wrong with that. If 
everyone in the country would im- 
prove his public relations by helping 
worthy causes, that would be 
great." 

Superrowal's usual business is to 
. jsell in-SAasoa items at end-of -season.,: 
prices: shoes in November, toys in 


December, television sets when 
they were a hot item after the recent 
tax slash. "I had a similar business 
in Argentina, where I come from," 
he said. "It's the perfect business 
for an economy with a lot of infla- 
tion and a little recession. Manufac- 
turers who have to wait 90 days for 
their money, lose about 30 per cent, 
so they charge more. We pay cash 
on delivery, which means that the 
factory can sell to us at adiscount." 

When Rottenberg found he had a 
"hole" in his Superrowal schedule 
between April 27 and the beginning 
of his summer sale on May 15, he 
contacted the prestigious Goldman 
Art Gallery in Haifa. He offered 
them the use of his store for an art 
■sale. — 

Included are t\vo Chagall 


paintings and many other pictures 
by well-known Israeli artists. The 
Chagalls will cost about 58,000 
apiece, and Rottenberg estimates 
that there won't be any pictures for 
less than IS2.000 or IS3.000. "On 
the other hand, the paintings, and 
particularly the lithographs, will be 
cheaper than they usually are at gal- 
leries. As you know, the profit 
margin on art is high, and the Haifa 
gallery lowered its prices because 
the publicity is good for it, too." 

Any profit which Rottenberg 
would normally have made will go 
to Variety, the organization which 
helps physically and mentally han- 
dicapped children. "1 chose Variety 
because of its connection with the 
arts" (it was founded by' -show- 
business personalities) he said. 


U.S. financed over third of deficit last year 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 

The U.S. government financed 34 
per cent or Israel's total balance of 
payments deficit in 1980, compared 
wiih only 30.5 per cent in the 
previous year. 

The 1980 deficit, including both 
goods and services, totalled 
53.832b., according to final figures 
for the year released by the Central- 
Bureau of Statistics. 

This reflects a drop of 1.5 per 
cent in current terms over the 1979 
deficit of S3.883b. 

The remaining 66 per cent of the 
deficit was covered by private 
transfers of funds (S552m.), repara- 
tions payments from Germany 
(S468m.), transfers to institutions 


and organizations (S499m.) and by a 
rise in the amount of the national 
debt. 

Exports of goods and services 
covered 73 per cent of imports in 
1980, compared L only 68 per cent 
the year before. 

Total exports of goods and ser- 
vices reached SI0.1 18b. in 1980, a 
rise of 23 per cent over the 
preceding year. Total imports in- 
creased by 15 per cent, hitting 
SI 3.950b. in 1980. 

Exports of goods alone amounted 
to 55.79 lb., while imported goods 
cost 59. 1 70b., of which 51.713b. 
went to direct defence imports. 

On the services side of the ledger, 
there was a deficit of 5453m., with 


exported services totalling $4.327b. 
compared to imported services 
costing S4.780b. 

In terms of quantities of goods, 12 
per cent more goods were exported 
and 1 1 per cent fewer imported than 
in 1979. However, the price of im- 
ported oil was 55 per cent higher in 
1980 than that paid by Israel in 
1979. 

The country’s total debts in 1980 
reached 521. 7b., increasing S2.4b. 
over the previous year. But Israel's 
foreign holdings grew to 58.4b., a 
rise of SI. lb. compared to 1979. 
These figures do not include the 
value of foreign securities held by 
Israelis, or the amount of Israeli 
securities sold to foreigners. 
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The Marina Bat- Yam... ‘Tourists don't come by themselves.* 


Bill for independent state 
telecommunications corp. 


By ARYEH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The cabinet’s legislation commit- 
tee decided last week to submit to 
the Knesset the bill setting up an in- 
dependent slate telecommunica- 
tions corporation, Bezek. without 
resolving a dispute over the extent 
of its proposed monopoly. 

The bill, to be submitted to the 
final two-week term of the Ninth 
Knesset beginning on May 1 1, is the 
some as that proposed by Com- 
munications and Finance Minister 
Yoram Aridor. A compromise for- 
mula defining (he extent of the cor- 
poration 1 3 monopoly was worked 
out lust month between com- 
munications ministry officials and 
telecommunications workers, fol- 
lowing the workers’ sanctions and 
the threat of an all-out strike. 

The corporation is to retain the 
ministry’s monopoly of all existing 
telecommunications services and 
equipment. 

But, together with the bill, n letter 
from Attorney-General Yit/.hak 
Zamir will also be read out to the 


Knesset. In it Zamir will explain his 
objections to the scope of the cor- 
poration's monopoly. 

Aridor has also asked ministry of- 
ficials and the attorney-general to 
prepare a bill setting up an indepen- 
dent authority to take over the run- 
ning of the country’s postal services 
from the Communications Ministry. 
Aridor said lust week he hoped to 
he able to submit the bill for ils first 
reading before the Ninth Knesset 
ends on May 20. 

The authority is to be given more 
freedom than a government depart- 
ment in setting wages and working 
conditions. But, unlike the telecom- 
munications corporation, the 
authority will not be able to 
mobilize private capital through the 
sale of shares. 

Postal workers, outside the 
country's three main eonurbalions, 
where wage rales are lowest, held a 
one-day strike three weeks ago in an 
at tempi to pressure the ministry 
into setting up the authority at the 
same time as Bezek. Neither or- 
ganization is expected to come into 
being before the autumn. 


Business thrives despite boycott 


By LEON HADAR 
NEW YORK. — For the third suc- 
cessive year, U.S. exports to Arab 
lands — und particularly to the 14 
Arnb countries actively par- 
ticipating in the boycott of Israel — 
continued to increase, according to 
the latest issue of Boycott Report, 
which is published by the American 
Jewish Congress. 



U.S. food trade mission^- 

TEL AVIV. — A six-merijber trade 
• mission of American businessmen 
active in the fields of agriculture 
and food processing is now visiting 
Israel. The visitors will discuss ways 
of expanding US.-Israel trade in 
their field. 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


Exports to boycotting countries 
in 1980 totalled $ 10.88 billion, a 20.5 
per cent jump over the 1979 total of 
S‘J.02h. The 1979 figure wus still up 
IX . 3 per cent over 1978, which in 
turn rose 13.5 per cent over 1977. 
These figures refute the charge that 
U.S. anti-bnycoit laws discourage 
trade between the U.S. and the 
Arab boycolters, notes the report-^ 

Science industries 

HAIFA. — A new 4,000 sq.m, plan 
has been inaugurated at the 
Scientific Industries Centre near 
here. Financed by a group or South 
African investors, the new plant has 
been rented to the Fibronics and 
Microkim companies, which are 
now the centre's eighth and ninth 
tenants. The two companies 
manufacture fibreoptic> x ' an 
microelectronics equipment. __ 


-SHIPPING. — A new Zim con- 
tainer ship, the 24,000 ton Zlffl- 
Savannah, has been launched al a 
Dutch yard. 

The ship is one of three super- 
modern "container ships or w 
future" ordered by Zim, wnicn 
already has seven large contain 
vessels. 
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Journey to the ‘real Israel 


A SHORT PLUMPISH woman in 
her fifties, Sarah Elkes is a former 
college lecturer who grows roses 
around her cottage in Leicester and 
who has single-handedly engineered 
a programme that introduces 
dozens of English students and 
teachers to the reality of Israel. 

Reality usually produces a “dif- 
ferent from what we expected” 
response," says Sarah', the daughter 
of Kovno ghetto leader Elhanan 
Elkes. Take the 12-member group 
now finishing its tour here. 

Though feeling that they had 
probably been shown “only the 
nicey-nicey" side of things, they all 
agree that their four-week stay has 
been a fruitful, thought-provoking 
and tremendously interesting ex- 
perience. 

Said Tanzanian-born - Subhash 
Patel: "To understand what goes on 
in this country one must bear in 
mind that there is no single Israeli 
mentality — but several. That’s the 
first lesson I learned here," the free- 
lance journalist added. 

“My friends> Belfast told me I 
was crazjxo go to a country at 
war,"-7€called Tony Campbell, at 
one of the group's youngest 
members. "I thought I would find 
lots or soldiers around, sand bags at 
street corners and barriers — at 
least something like Belfast. They 
are not going to believe me when I 
tell them it isn’t so." 

M arlin Shields, who like Tony is a 
student at Belfast Polytechnic Col- 


By MARY HIRSCHFELD 
Jerusalem Port Reporter 




iffii 

Sarah Elkes. 

lege, agreed. A community worker- 
to-be, he was much impressed by 
the way Israel deals with problem 
youth. "It seems the government 
here really goes out of its way for 
youth. The British and others might 
well take the example." 

THE GROUP visited Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, Tel Aviv, Haifa, Safed 
and Becrsheba. They talked with 
community leaders, Education 
Ministry officials and Hebrew 
University students. 


The group paid their own air fares 
and other expenses, while the 
Education and Labour ministries 
took care of their local transporta- 
tion and accommodations. 

The Elhanan Elkes Project in 
Inter-Community Understanding 
(named after Sarah’s father) Is now 
in its eighth year and gathering in- 
creasing support in both countries. 
It started shortly after the Yom Kip- 
pur War, when Sarah took ten of 
her students for a short visit to 
Israel. Since then, it has spread to 
some nine colleges in England and 
Ireland and last year, it played host 
to its first Israeli group in Britain, 
thanks to a £2,500 grant from the 
Queen's Jubilee Fund. 

The idea, says Sarah, is to 
emphasize the common 
denominator between people, the 
human aspects that link them 
despite geographic, religious or 
other d life re rices. 

Only non-Jews are invited to par- 
ticipate in the project. "I am not in- 
terested in Jews: it’s the gentile I 
want, all those open to slanted 
propaganda and distorted infor- 
mation. I look for people with open 
minds. 

She comes to Israel twice a year 
to prepare and coordinate with 
local people, she cajoles 
bureaucrats into lending a hand and 
finds traditional families to host 
her groups at their homes Tor a 
weekend. 


Lowly barley and the omer countdown 


Port iuii uf the Week. Eniur, Lev. 
21-14 The verse discussed is 23.9. 

In this week’s portion we read of 
the duty of counting the omer dur- 
ing the 49 days between the second 
day of Pessah and Shavuot, which 
we arc fulfilling at the present. 
Although nowhere in the whole 
Bible is it specifically staed that the 
omer was to be of barley, there is a 
complete consensus of opinion that 
the "sheaf of the first fruits of your 
harvest” refers to barley, the first of 
...the year. 

parley, in biblical times, was used 
jgLmoki exclusively for human con- 
sumptionr once in the Bible is 
it referred to as t^hat it became in 
lalmudic times, Wmal fodder. 
That reference is in I'Khjgs 5 . 8 , 
where we are told that in thcPStabte' 
of King Solomon, there were 40,000 
stalls of horses for his chariots, and 
"barley and stra w for the horses and 
swift steeds." 

In the lalmudic period, however, 
barley was demoted to animal fod- 
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"...for the horses and swift steeds." 

der to suc h an extent that the reason 
'given for the ritual carried out with 
regard to the sola, the unfaithful 
wife, which included her being fed 


• mi M.irl'ij, v. , ih.u "alii: hud 
behaved like an animal, and is 
therefore given animal fodder" 
(Sota 9a et.al.). Another expression 
of barley's lowly status is the 
proverb. "Why do you eat bread of 
barley? Because I do not possess 
any made of wheat” (Slfre. 
Numbers 49). 

In both periods, however, the 
ratio of the value of barley com- 
pared to wheat remained constant. 
In the Bible (II Kings 7.1) the 
prophet Elisha foretells that the 
severe famine Samaria experienced 
would be followed by such an abun- 
dance that “a measure of fine flour 
(wheat) will be sold for a shekel and 
two measures or barley for a shekel 
in the gate of Samaria.” In the 
Talmud (Tosefta Baba Metzia 9.10), 
the same ratio is given. The dif- 
ference was justified by the belief 
that their respective nutritional 
value was the same; in fact, the 
poorman's tithe consisted of half a 
kab or wheat but a whole kgb of 
barley. ( Mlshna Bea 8.5) 


Rehovot science firm going public in U.S. 



By JOSEPH MORCENSTERN 
Post Finance Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — InterPhaniL 
Laboratories of Kiryal 
the science-based industries park 
®rtj«ent to the Weizmann Institute 
in Rehovot, has published a 
prospectus for a public .offering of 
one million- shares on' the U.S. 
"over-the-counter” market. 

The issue is to become effective 
on May 12, and while the price has 
not been finally set, it is expected to 
be in the $6-57 range. 

InterPharm began operations two 
years ago with pilot introduction of 
human gtpwth hormones and 
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human fibrobalast interferon, and 
of devices to seaprate certain 
biological fractions and other sub- 
stances The company also did 
research of alpha-fetoprotein. 

InterPharm and its two mqjority- 
owned subsidiaries, Inter-Yeda and 
Lidex, are engaged in the research 
and production of biological and 
diagnostic products lor the health 
care industry, Ares Applied 
Research Systems N.V., a Dutch 
company based in Geneva, In- 
lerPharm's parent, has supply and 
exclusive marketing contracts with 
the local company. 

Lidex, lnteirPharm’s 51 per cent . 
owned subsidiary, works to produce 


devices to separate chemical and 
biological substances without cen- 
trifugation. The technology for this 
was developed at the Technion. 

InterPharm operates in a tremen- 
dously competitive field. As of the 
end of 1980 it had accumulated 
losses of over $400,000. There is lit- 
tle doubt that farther losses will be 
incurred and there is as yet no in- 
dication that It will ever achieve’ 
profitability. 

Yet the potential Is there, and 
those investing in the company will 
merely' be assuming the risk sq in- 
herent in the early stages of a high- 
technology company. 


UNIVERSITY OF NATAL 

DEPARTMENT OF HEBREW AND JEWISH STUDIES 
DURBAN 

ft T 8 , ui ‘« b !v qualified persons, regardless of 
sax. religion, race, colour or national origin for appointment to the posts of 

D34/81 LECTURER JEWISH STUDIES 
D3S/81 LECTURER HEBREW LANGUAGE 
AND LITERATURE 

C.ndld8l.« applying For th. po,t of Lecturer in Jewish Studies muu be 
prolraenl in the English Language es the lectures ere given In this language. 
The salary scale attached to the post Is: 

RIO 98B x 676 — R14 370 x BIO — Rig 230 
commencing salary notch will be dependent on the qualifications 
of «? Bri0nCB of J. h * a “ CCB8S,u l applicant, in addition, a service bonus 
f AnSiSliSl 8 J 0nth f M J ary 18 pa y flb,B subject to Treasury regulations 
Den A s?nn mflrii/ fl T» S H further P articulara of tha P°*»ts and information on 
3 r n ° UP inaU ' anCB ' 8ta,f bur8Bf Y< housing loan and 
ach . 0m08 - ! on 0 fBHVB conditions and iravelling expenses on first 
v/ 8 * 1 8,8 rarf i the Registrar. University of Natal. King 

the fh^T Durban, l ? 0 ,°i' South AW c a * with whom applications, on 
the prescribed form, must be lodged not later than June 17, 1981 quoting 
the above reference numbers. M U 



Write for brochures 
jjiuj cymhjfluo; 

Ddrim Hbfels Goeiersatr 

4,050 Monchnngladbciclt 
Tel.: 02166 44061 

Representative in Israel; 
Pan TradiiHj Company 
10C Di/engoff Street 
64397 To) Aviv, Israel 
To 1 . (009723) 24 1 HOI 


irrfc 

hotels 

in 3 german 
spa resorts. 

We make you foel at home 
and welcome in the Dorint 
comfort hotels in Bad 
Kissinger). Bad Netionahr. and 
It) Arolson. 

All rooms with hath/shower, 
toilet, radio, telephone, 
restaurants witJ) national and 
international speciafitlos 
Reduced 3 weok packages. 



HAVE A FOOTHOLD IN ISflAELf 


FOR SALE — 

IN JERUSALEM 
PLAZA 

Magnificent 2 -room apartment 
(1.118 sq.ft.) high floor, beautiful 
view, completely furnished end 
equipped. \Vt bathrooms. 

Exclusive agents 


rffc; ANGLO SAXON A 

I l-J Ilf At. ESTATE AGENCY LTl> LLI 

JERUSALEM 2 Hatorec) St. 

{ corner 29 Jaffa Rd.) 

Tel. 02-22)161 

Israel's 'largest real cstare organization 


NOBODY BEATS 
OUR DEALSI 

Israel from $649 

* Lowest student rates 

* Bast group fares 

* Year-round tours 

* Least expensive laras to ell 
destinations ■ 

B&D TRAVEL 
ASSOCIATES . 

ffl! SSM 


CARTA'S 

HISTORICAL ATLAS 
OF 


H Hi 


A. SURVEY OF THE PAST 
4 REVIEW OF THE PRESENT 

i «iv JIM Mlttl 


NEW EDITION. JUST OUT. 

64 pages, dozens of maps and il- 
lustrated diagrams, a ''must" for 
'understanding today's events 
Available in English or German. 
Special introductory offer 

USS4 find VAT> 

Post free (anywhere in the world} 
on tha coupon below Allow eight 
weeks lor delivery. 


To- The Jerusalem Post. POB 81. 
Jerusalem. Israel 

Please send me Carte's Historical 
Atlas of Israel at US$4. 

Enghsh'German (delete map- 
plica bfe) My cheque is enclosed. 
NAME ;... 


ADDRESS 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


PAGF.21 









EDITORIAL COMMENT 




MONDAY, APRIL 27, I5WI 

Washington’s ambiguities 

IN MOSCOW, President Reagan's wholesale lifting of the embargo 
on U.S. grain sales to Russia was promptly hailed as a distinct 
political victory for the Soviet Union. Unfortunately it would be hard 
to persuade people Bround the world that it was not. 

The embargo was one of the measures decreed by President Carter 
in retaliation for the Soviet military takeover of Afghanistan in 
December 1979, along with the boycott of the Moscow Olympics and 
the speed-up in plans for a new Rapid Deployment Force in the Per- 
sian Gulf area. Although most Americansi supported these moves, 
enthusiasm for the grain embargo in the Midwestern farming belt was 
not very noticeable. 

Iowa was then holding 8 state presidential caucus, and the 
Republican candidates, led by Ronald Reagan, repudiated the em- 
bargo as an unfair burden on America's grain producers that would 
not even serve Us purpose. That undertaking to farm voters by Mr. 
Reagan was recalled last Friday when the announcement was made 
that grain shipments to the Soviet Union would be resumed. Unof- 
ficially the word from Washington was also that, but for the lifting of 
the embargo, the president's entire farrfi programme could be 
doomed in the Congress. 

Such fidelity to election pledges is a great principle of democratic 
politics, no doubt. In the present case, however, It is liable to result in 
a head-on clash with another commitment, having to do with 
America's global role vis-a-vis the Soviet Union. 

The grain embargo was designed to bolster that role. U was not 
total, but it sadly disappointed the hopes of the Kremlin leadership, 
newly faced with a worsening food situation at home, for the 
purchase of large quantities of grain beyond the limits of a previous 
agreement. This restriction was punitive enough, even if the Soviets 
were able to make up much of their grain shortfall from other coun- 
tries — Argentina, for example, although not Western Europe, which 
went along with the Americans. 

Admittedly the embargo did not bring the Russians to their knees, 
but that was not reasonably expected. On the other hand, as veteran 
Moscow reporter Robert Q. Kaiser suggested in Foreign Affairs 
recently. “President Carter's demonstration of America's willingness 
to link grain sales to general diplomacy must have made a deep im- 
pact on Soviet leaders, who previously assumed that the laws of 
capitalism required Americans to sell them grain regardless of 
political considerations." 

Now the Soviets may have reason to feel that, with Mammon on 
their side, they need not, at least up to a point, greatly fear the fiery 
sabre-rattling rhetoric lately emanating from Washington. 

The official word from Washington is that announcement of the 
move had been delayed out of concern that it would be misinter- 
■,pyetcd.a»*a ‘weakening of ihe-U*&_podtlon;-and Mr. Reagan himself, 
now back at the helm, reiterated on the occasion America’s opposi- 
tion to “the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan and other aggressive 
acts around the world." 

However, no quid pro quo appears to have been elicited from the 
Kremlin in the form of b promise, however vBgue, to refrain from 
such “aggressive acts" in the future. 

With the lifting of the embargo, the Soviets will not only be able to 
“fill up some holes” in their grain supplies, but even to lay down the 
law to the Americans in respect of any further long-term deals. 

The policy of detente, inaugurated by Mr. Nixon in 1972, was not 
free from damaging contradictions and ambiguities. But it appears 
that the policy of end-of-detente Is not entirely free of these faults 
either. 1 
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Alarming drop in exports 

THE DATA on our exports, imports and balance of payments in the 
Tint quarter of the year should send a cold shiver down the spine of 
our .economic ministers. i 

Our industrial exports are dbwn by 4.5 per cent, in real terms, our 
agricultural exports have fallen off by 6.5 per cent, and diamond ex- 
ports have dropped nominally by 30 per cent. Our total exports have 
shrunk by three per cent in nominal value — which mean* that, 
taking into account the average rise of 14 per cent in the price of our 
exports, they have declined by 15 per cent in real terms. 

The decline is no doubt due to several factors, not all of which can 
be attributed to the government's economic policy. However, there 
can be little doubt that the boost to domestic consumption given by 
Finance Minister Yoram Aridor, in the form of tax cuts on certain 
commodities, is diverting production from exports to the domestic 
market. 

The data on imports during the first quarter complement the grim 
picture presented by the figures on exports: although total imports 
have been lower, in real terms, than In the first quarter of last year, 
this is mainly due to a sharp fall in imports of raw diamonds and fuel. 
While imports of final consumer goods have gone up by 62 per cent, 
and those of raw materials for the food industry by 33 per cent — 

both considerably more than the rise in prices imports of 

machinery and equipment have shrunk by 19 per cent in current 
values, or some 25 per cent in real terms. 

These trends, which suggest increased consumption and Imports 
and decreased exports and Investment, are not likely to be reversed 
in the near ruture. The bread-and-circus of the election campaign is 
likely to carry us into the second half of the year — and the damage 
done w the first half Is unlikely to be undone in the second. 
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Six million memories 

MARTYRS’ AND HEROES ; 'Remembrance Day Is being marked 
today against the background of a rising chorus of obscene voices 
seeking to dismiss the Holocaust as total irrelevance, or as gross 
overstatement, if not as mere invention. 

The point is often made nowadays, and may easily be granted, that 
the Jews have not been the only people to suffer the consequences or 
man’s proverbial Inhumanity to man. Bui ihe massacre that goes by 
the name of Holocaust was no “ordinary" mass killing designed to 
secure political ends or even to satisfy cravings for vengeance. 

What the Holocaust plainly stands for is the unprecedented, and 
very nearly successful, attempt to physically annihilate a people in its 
entirety — to blot it out from the surface of the earth. To contem- 
plate that bestial assault on a portion or the human race, representing 
one of the world's most ancient peoples, without acknowledging 
some degree of moral responsibility for It, is impossible. Those who 
wish to escape the responsibility have therefore devised a solution in 
the denial of the Holocaust itself. 

Such a denial is the stock-in-trade of the neo-Nozi movements 
sprouting these days under different names and sundry guises all over 
the world. The Jews, they say, deserved the “punishment" meted out 
to them by the Hitlerites, for they were “disloyal” to the German 
Reich; but not many More of them actually perished in the global 
conflict than lost their lives from among the native nationalities of 
Europe. The murder of six million Jews is a “myth.” 

The "myth of the six million” — the precise title of o recent well- 
known anti-Semitic tract — has also been the constant theme of the 
Arab, national movement in its fight against Zionist and Israel. 

Outside the Arab world there ia no evidence for quite so brazen a 
display of contempt, on the state level, for the facts of history. But 
the obscene equation of Zionism with racism, and thus at least by im- 
plication with Nazism, which the UN has officially endorsed, was 
designed to achieve the same dual aim: to strike at Israel — while 
burying the memory of the Holocaust. 

No wonder a leading self-appointed undertaker has been the 
Soviet Union, where Zionism is depicted as an active wartime ally of 
Nazi Germany, but Babi Yar is unmentionable as a mass graveyard 
for Jews murdered by the Nazis. 

Thus in effect denying the Holocaust, the Soviet Union has set It- 
self free to arm those Arab states whose avowed purpose is to destroy 
the country marked out, even with the concurrence of the Soviets 
themselves at one time, for the survivors of the Holocaust. The 
Western powers have acted differently. Solemnly saluting, the 
memory of the martyrs and heroes they have nevertheless gonq-6n, jP--" 
effect, to deny the relevance of the Holocaust to such among-today’s 

realities as the Arab weapons market / 

Today more than ever, Israel must not allow the dreadful memory 
to fade out, but Instead burn it forever into the conscience of 
mankind. At the same time Israel must be on Its guard against the 
temptation to cheapen and trivialize that memory by invoking the 
Holocaust in defence of arguably ephemeral interests and truly 
irrelevant rights. 
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Aridor’s 
journey to 
Washington 

YORAM ARIDOR leaves today for 
the U.S. for his first encounter with 
Washington’s political and 
economic poworbrokers as finance 
minister. His main task will be 
similar to that of his predecessors— 
to ask for and borrow money to fill 
the many holes in the Treasury's 
coffers. 

It is an unenviable tBsk for any 
Israel Cabinet Minister in his posi- 
tion, except that he has made it 
even more difficult for himself by 
the spate of squandering govern- 
ment money on short-lived, pre- 
election morale boosting price and 
tax cuts. In true character with 
these irresponsible measures — 
which are openly criticized by his 
own senior officials in the Treasury 
— Mr. Aridot is in fact leaving 
behind him a new set of tax cuts that 
arc to go into effect even during his 
absence abroad. 

That these measures must be 
short-lived, no matter which party 
will form Israel’s next government 
has by now become an accepted 
premise even within Mr. Aridor's 
own party. The reason for ihis 
is simple — the pace at which the 
State's coffers are being emptied 
must grind to a hull before long 
because there just will not be any 
more money to fund such political 
economic extravagance. It will last 
just long enough to see the Likud 
through the election campaign and 
that is after nil whnt is behind these 
short-sighted measures which are 
wrongly referred to by Mr. Aridor 
as economic policy. 

Such u wasteful attitude to scarce 
government funds which arc getting 
scarcer and scarcer is certainly not 
the best recommendation for a red 
carpet welcome in Washington for 
Isrucl's finunce minister. The first 
voices of criticism have in fact 
nlready been sounded by members 
of the U.S. Senate’s powerful 
foreign relations committee. 

If Mr. Aridor will find 
somewhat more forthcomlpfi " 
titude in Washington, * will be 
because of the Rew»an Admmistra 
tion’s desire to soothe Israel s anger 
over the sale of sophisticate 
military equipment to Saudi Arabia. 

The finance minister’s strange 
policies are also not likely to make 
it easy for him to appeal for in- 
creased investments from American 
Jews, despite the fact that some of 
the projects he has to offer — suen 
as the Mediterranean — Dead Sea 
canal — do seem attractive on the 
face of it. , 

ll is customary to wish an Israel 
Cabinet Minister weU on the eve oi 
an important mission abroad. Sucn 
wishes also) go with Mr. Aridor 
mission to the U.S. which in the ena 
will probably show some measufe p 
success. Upon his return, he wi 
certainly bfik in this success arm 
chalk it up as an- important P 1 ®' 
election achievement, 

be . achreved not because 
despite his policy. 


of but 


DRY BONES ^ (n 

Cartoonist Dry Bones Is 
ihe U.S. on an allya mission, m 
toons vdll appear again on Ms ram? 
shortly. 
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READERS' LETTERS — ■■■■■ 

- The arguments for Shabbat observance 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — By "secularist” standards, 
I am "probably an ultra-Orthodox 
Jew, although I am not a member of 
the Neturei Karta, the Eda Haredlt 
or any other religious party. 

In spite of coming from a secular 
background and having been 
educated at the best universities, I 
am totally dissatisfied with secular 
philosophy and culture. Careful 
study, however, has brought me to 
realize that Judaism by far surpasses 


any civilization, philosophy or 
culture. Thus, Judaism has oecome 


culture. Thus, Judaism has oecome 
a source of intellectual satisfaction 
and meaningful life of grandeur and 
beauty Tor me. 

Obviously, this includes my con- 
viction that the institution of Shab- 
bat, with all its halachic ramifica- 
tions, is of tremendous meaning to 
Jewish existence, and therefore, I 
would like to see every Jew keeping 
Shabbat in accordance with the 
criteria laid down by our sages, by 
way or their deep insight into 
human psychology. 

But, I am upset, perhaps even an- 
noyed by the fact that there are 
some people who are identified with 
Orihod*»< Judaism and who throw 
stones on the Shabbat. 

Throwing stones has not made 
any secularist religious, it only 
generates more Shabbat desecra- 
tion. 

1 cannot recall, in all the years 
that- 1 have studied Jewish law and 


philosophy, having found any sup- 
port for stone throwing, or calling 
secular Jews "Nazis" (even though 
some of them may, perhaps, behave 
brutally). 

What I did find is something 
totally different: the need and 
obligation to explain the meaning of 
Judaism to secular society; to make 
them aware of what they are missing 
by not keeping Shabbat; to show 
them the extraordinary influence 
Shabbat has on our family and 
social life. 

I pity the secularists. Most of 
them have no insight into the mean- 
ing of the Shabbat and, thus, con- 
sider Shabbat observance to be out- 
dated, primitive and childish. 

It takes little effort to show them 
their misconceptions and prove to 
them that the institution of the 
Shabbat dwarfs any secular percep- 
tion of this day. In a letter to the late 
David Ben-Gurion, Prof. Henry 
Baruk of France, one of the world's 
- lop-psychiatrists (called by some, 
“the Freud of our days”), expressed 
his view that, in order to benefit its 
citizens and establish a healthy 
society, the State of Israel should 
advocate the halachic observance 
of the Shabbat. Driving in cars, us- 
ing telephones and similar activities 
have far-reaching effects on our 
psychological make-up, and conse- 
quently, there is an absolute need to 
stop these stressful activities for at 
least one day a week lo allow com- 


plete relaxation. 

In his brilliant exposition of 
Jewish law, Prof. Baruk shows that 
the halacha exactly provides for 
human happiness and harmony. 

In other words, whilst there is no 
psychological nor any other advan- 
tage to be derived from Shabbat 
desecration, even if the religious 
premises for its observance are not 
accepted, the observance of the 
Shabbat is so valuable that it is easy 
to refute any secular argument 
against its relevance. 

So, why throw stones? 

Let me propose some- 
thing else: the Orthodox com- 
munity should peacefully stop 
the car of any Shabbat driver, 
who is so ill-mannered as to enter a 
religious neighbourhood, and offer 
him a cup of coffee, or lemonade, as 
welt as giving him a booklet explain- 
ing the meaning of the Shabbat. 
This approach would definitely be 
more in accordance with the feel- 
ings and views of the quiet majority 
of Orthodox Jews. 

Although I am conscious that 
some secularists might not welcome 
such an attitude, at least Orthodox 
Jews would preserve their dignity 
and, who knows, perhaps some of 
those stopped might even give 
Judaism serious consideration. 

NATHAN T. LOPES CARDOZO 
Jerusalem. 


ANTI-SEMITISM IN POLAND 


To the Editor t y The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I am grateful for your re- 
cent leader about anti-Semitic ele- 
ments in the Polish free trade union 
movement. It does not astonish me. 

One must remember that anti- 
Semitism is a part of many Polish 
minds and that, in this century, any 
important event in Polish history, 
no matter how glorious, was in- 
fected by anli-Jewish excesses: 
pogroms accompanied the restitu- 
tion of the Polish slate in 1918; 
strong anti-Semitism, both official 
and unofficial, existed between the 
wars; the behaviour of the majority 
of the Poles during the Holocaust is 
well known; and you yourself 


pointed out the many anti-Semitic 
nets which dotted the history of the 
communist regime in Poland. 

Today, anti-Semitism is to be 
fi'imd hnth in the ranks nf Solidarity 
and ot party hard-liners. General 
Moczar, that pathological Jew- 
hatcr, is again a member of the 
Pdilbureau after years of oblivion. 

I do not want lo accuse the whole 
Polish nation of being anti-Semites 
— there are some “righteous” ones, 
but unfortunately, they are rare. So 
don't expect that any change in 
Poland, whatever form it takes, will 
lead to Polish-Jewish reconciliation. 

WITOLD PARNAS 
Odense, Denmark. 


YOU HAVEN'T READ 
YOUFt HEGEL, MR. HAIG. 


Rv -■ 


Seemingly blind to the lessons of Iran, 
the State Department and the Pen- 
tagon can’t get the Awacs and the 
FIS’s to Saudi Arabia quickly 
enough. 




WsSSOmv'' -if 


What experience and. history teach Is this — that people and 
governments never have learned anything front history, or acted 
Muaifiom It. 


It’s Indispensable. 


SAVE THE FALASHAS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — In response to a question 
from the audience, Shimon Peres 
told the national meeting of the 
Committee of Concerned Citizens 
on April 12 that much was being 
done for Ethiopian Jews. He 
refused to specify. Against his claim 
we pose the following questions: 

Israel had diplomatic relations 
with Ethiopia until the Yom Kippur 
war in 1973. Why did the Israel Em- 
bassy in Ethiopia refuse to issue 
visas to Ethiopian Jews to come to 
Israel at the same time that it was is- 
suing visas to Ethiopian Christians? 

Why did the then Speaker of the 
Knesset, the late Yisrael 
Yeshayahu, openly advocate the 
conversion of Ethiopian Jews to 
Christianity? 

In 1977, approximately 150 Ethio- 
pian Jews came to Israel as new im- 
migrants under a family reunion 
programme. Why did Moshe 
Dayan, then Foreign Minister, go to 
Switzerland, escape Israeli cen- 
sorship, and publicly announce that 
Israel was supplying military aid to 
Ethiopia, thereby causing any 
further legal aliya to be cul off? 
Why has no voice in Israel been 
raised against Dayan's monstrous 
act to this day? 


At this moment, lsrfeel has open, 
active commercial relations with 
Ethiopia. Ethiopia is in serious 
straits as a result of its ongoing wars. 
Why aren’t these relations being ex- 
ploited for the benefit of Ethiopian 
Jewry (i.e. an exchange of goods for 
Jews)? 

The entire Ethiopian Jewish com- 
munity wants to come to Israel — it 
has nowhere else to go, in any case. 
Why, 33 years after the founding or 
the State of Israel, are 28,000 Jews 
still in Ethiopia and less than 1,500 
Ethiopian Jews in Israel? If so much 
is being done, where are the results? 

We are all Ethiopian Jews who 
have succeeded in making aliya, 
mostly by our own efTorts and those 
or private individuals and groups. 
Our families and friends in Ethiopia 
are being murdered, robbed, raped, 
sold into slavery, and even starving 
to death. Seven thousand are 
homeless refugees. 

We usk every Jew to help force 
the govern me ul of Israel and the 
Jewish Agency to save the Jews of 
Elhiopiii now. 

YESH1AHU BEN-BARUCH. 

Chairman 

ABRAHAM YESHIAHU, Secretary 
Union for Saving Ethiopian 
Ashdod- Jewish Families 


FIGHT FOR SECULAR EDUCATION 


PASSOVER SPORTS 

7b the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — Have wc no pride as a 
people? Must wc automatically ex- 
clude any even mildly traditional 
Jew from our sports events? 

Who in fact is responsible Tor 
huvinp «i — and not for the fir 1 .! 
tune — the tennis championship 
games to begin on the first day of 
Pessah and the final gBmes to lake 
place on the last day of the holiday? 

Religious sensibilities aside, Pes- 
sah has significance of utmost im- 
port to us as a people. Why such 
blatant, resounding self-denial on 
the part of the Tennis Association 
and all those involved in the plann- 
ing and execution of this yearly 
event? 

Jerusalem, JUDITH F. WEISS 


To the Edinw of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — The most important aspect 
of ihe shadow cabinet presented by 
Shimon Peres is not the identity of 
those included (most of whom are 
uninspiring), but the missing 
minister. Peres did not name his 
candidate for minister of education. 
This lacuna can have only one ex- 
planation, namely that Shimon 
Peres has already decided to give 


the education portfolio in his future 
cabinet lo the National Religious 
Party. 

Consequently, a vote for the 
Alignment is a vote for the further 
destruction of secular education in 
Israel and its replacement by the 
dark forces of religious and 
nationalistic mysticism. 


Tel Aviv. 


41UM KLLLLR 


INTERNATIONAL EDITION IS PRAISED 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I wish to thank you and 
your colleagues for the marvellous 
service you render. The Jerusalem 
Post International Edition arrives 
promptly. It is not only regular, but 
the contents are always ofhigh stan- 
dard and most interesting. 


Having had the pleasure of work- 
ing in Jerusalem for a year, receiv- 
ing The Jerusalem Post is a wonder- 
ful way of keeping in touch and up 
lo date. 


JUDITH M. STEWART 
Seaton. Devon. 
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